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 . The Last Word from WHS:

Be Safe and Merry Christmas

 . Ongoing Formation 
 � Venerable English College, Rome 
 � 2021 Sabbaticals – PNAC
 � 2021 - Tantur Ecumenical Institute
 � Latin Course in Rome 

2021
dates to remember 

Encounter with the Archbishop Zoom
4 February 2021

Catechist Sunday
7 February 2021

Feast of St Bakhita
8 February 2021

All Day Clergy Conference
23 March 2021

Venue to be confirmed

Bicentenary Mass
2 May 2021

St Mary’s Cathedral

Twilight Clergy Conference with Vianney 
and Bicentenary Dinner

19 May 2021
Venue to be confirmed

December 2020
Newsletter of the  

Archbishop of Sydney
Circular No. 8/2020

A Short Message From  
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP

Dear Fellow Priests and Deacons
My fraternal greetings to you all!

The government has announced a significant easing of 
restrictions upon places and activities of worship. The only 
cap on numbers at indoor Masses in churches and halls is 
now the two-square-metre rule, and on ticketed outdoor 
Masses, 2m2. Of course, we must continue to observe ap-
propriate hygiene and distancing practices. We know we 
are not out of the COVID woods yet. Along with this letter 
I will be issuing new liturgical directives for now.

In light of the significant easing of the restrictions upon 
church attendance, I rescind my decree of 20 March 2020 
dispensing the Catholics of Sydney from the obligation 
to attend Mass on Sundays and the Holy Days of Christ-
mas and the Assumption. Attendance at Mass on those 
days is now obligatory once again (under canon 1247). 
Of course, we want people to come out of love more than 
duty, but love itself brings responsibilities. And of course, 
those who are of great age, have health conditions or are 
otherwise anxious about the risks of COVID-19 are free 
to remain at home and find another way of keeping holy 
the Sunday Sabbath: I have indicated some ways in my 
previous letters. 

After this extraordinary year we need the comfort and 
hope of the approaching Christmas, and the united commu-
nity of the faithful worshipping together. We need it today 
more than ever. We need that light and joy.

I ask you to do all you can to bring the faithful back to 
Mass this Christmas, including those who have not been in 
years, and perhaps even those who have never been. We 
do not do so by force, but by opening our arms and hearts 
in imitation of that little baby, lying in a manger, reaching 
out His arms to the world.

As always please be assured of my continuing prayers 
for you all.

+ Anthony
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Please pray...
For the repose of the soul of ...

Fr Norberto Pittorino OFM – RIP, 23 June 2020.
Fr Robert Flaherty – RIP, 14 December 2020.

For those that are sick in our community ...
Fr Janus Bieniek CSMA, Fr Robert Flaherty, Fr Barry Swift, 
Fr John Alt, Fr Peter Maher, Fr Don Willoughby, Fr Noel 
Short, Fr David Coffey, Fr Michael Kelly, Bishop Geoffrey 
Robinson, Fr Anthony Simari, Fr Michael McCarthy, and 
Fr John Snehadass who are currently unwell.

For special anniversaries occurring  
in January and February
I ask that you download the attached list   (January)

 (February) and pray for our brother priests who have 
gone before us and for those who are celebrating their 
Anniversary of Ordination.

Congratulations to…
Br. Daniel Michael Drum fmvd, who was ordained to the 
Diaconate on Sunday 29th November, 2020 at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church, Ryde by Bishop Terry Brady.

Congratulations also to Fr Cameron Smith MGL, who 
has been ministering in Peakhurst/Penshurst parishes 
during his diaconate. He was ordained on Friday 4 De-
cember at St Benedict's, Burwood (Melbourne), the parish 
where he will be serving as assistant priest in the new year. 
Fr Cameron was ordained by Bishop Les Tomlinson, who 
was also Cameron’s parish priest as a child, baptising him 
and ministering to him his first Holy Communion. 

Please continue to keep Deacon Daniel and his brother 
Stephen (who earlier this year was ordained to the Diaco-
nate), together with Raymond, Anderson, Rafael and Cam-
eron in your prayers as they transition into this new phase 
of their ministry.

Congratulations and welcome to Fr Peter Joseph, ad-
ministrator of the Parish of St Dominic, Homebush West 
who was incardinated into the Archdiocese of Sydney on 
8 December 2020.

CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS
I recently made the following appointments:

CLERGY APPOINTMENTS
Rev Mr Brendan Boyce FSSP 
Appointed Deacon of the Parish of the Maternal Heart of 
Mary, Lewisham from 24 November 2020. 

Rev Br Daniel Drum FMVD 
Appointed Deacon of the Parish of St Charles Borromeo 
and Our Lady Queen of Peace, Ryde-Gladesville from 
29 November 2020. 

Rev Roger Gilbride FSSP 
Appointed Assistant Priest of the Parish of the Maternal 
Heart of Mary, Lewisham from 20 November 2020. 

Rev George Gorzkowski CSMA 
Appointed Administrator of the Parish of St Michael, 
Hurstville from 11 November 2020.

Rev Mr Raymond Hung 
Appointed Permanent Deacon to the Parish of St Thomas 
Moore, Brighton-Le-Sands from 19 November 2020.

Rev Mr Aisavali Salu
Appointed Co-ordinator of the Samoan Catholic Chap-
laincy in the Archdiocese of Sydney. From 1 December 
2020 for a term of three years.

NON CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS
Ms Mouna Roche 
Appointed a Member of the Archdiocese of Sydney Con-
fraternity of Christian Doctrine Advisory Committee from 
16 November 2020 for a term of three years.

IMPORTANT MATTERS
Covid Update
Please right click on the links below to read the latest 
Pastoral Letter and Liturgical Directives following the latest 
easing of COVID restrictions.

1. COVID Safe Liturgical Directions  
as at 9 December 2020    

2. Come Home to Mass 13.12.20    

CATECHIST SUNDAY  
7 February 2021
“Catechist Sunday” is celebrated in most Parishes on the 
first Sunday of February, which enables new recruits to 
be trained for the early-mid Term 1 start of public school 
‘Scripture’ classes. 

CCD will supply Parishes with “Catechist Sunday Liturgy 
& Recruitment” recommendations, as well as Catechist 5 & 
10 Year Service Certificates for Priests to sign and present 
at Masses.  

http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/RIPs-and-Ordination-dates-Jan-2021-PDF.pdf
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/RIPs-and-Ordination-dates-Feb-2021.pdf
https://cdn-au.mailsnd.com/31529/_sMB6ecN17vla5Ig0Xq_1JZx8X4v_39W-31e5FBKN7E/3255210.pdf
https://cdn-au.mailsnd.com/31529/j8jPMUTwlJLE7QRzCP80PneJfKuWV4BglyKpQ_guqSM/3255211.pdf
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May your Catechist Sunday prayers, recruitment calls and 
awards for public school catechists provide an opportunity 
to also thank parishioners who help with Children’s Liturgy, 
Sacraments of Initiation and teach in Catholic schools.

2020 Annual Catechist Mass  
rescheduled to 7 February 2021
CCD plans to recognise the 2020 Parish Catechist Awar-
dees following a 2.30pm “Catechist Sunday” Cathedral 
Mass on 7 February 2021. Details for clergy and awardees 
will be confirmed nearer the time.

Thank you 
In thanking you, I wish you to know that the most spontane-
ous, resounding applause I have ever heard occurred after 
a Mass and Catechist Award Ceremony in the Cathedral 
– and it was for you, our Bishops, Priests and Deacons – 
thank you for your enduring support and prayers.

Doug Mawhinney, CCD Parish Catechist Support
P: 9307 8330 E: office@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au 

Donation to the Seminary Fund
I would like to thank you for your ongoing contribution 
to the Seminary Fund. I am sure you are well aware of 
the costs involved in caring for the students and staff and 
maintaining the Seminary. It is the custom for Diocesan 
Priests to make a contribution towards this all important 
commitment. The Seminary Fund has been established for 
this purpose and the contribution is currently One Hundred 
Dollars ($100) per annum. By virtue of the Faculty granted 
in the Motu Proprio ‘Firma in Traditione’ the Ordinary of 
the Diocese can grant the Faculty that Priests may ac-
cept a stipend for binated and trinated Masses, provided 
the stipend is given to the Archdiocese for the training of 
Priests, and I am happy to grant you this faculty.

In relation to the Seminary Fund there are two ways of 
contributing:

1. EFT to Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney  
BSB: 062-000 Account No.: 10289801  
Ref: Sem Fund, or

2. Cheque: drawn in favour of Catholic Archdiocese of 
Sydney.

Thanking you in anticipation for your generosity.

THE SYDNEY CENTRE  
FOR EVANGELISATION

Go Make Disciples Update
Thank you to parishes and migrant chaplaincies across the 
Archdiocese of Sydney for your valuable support following 

last weekend’s successful launch of our new Archdiocesan 
Mission Plan, Go Make Disciples.

It was wonderful to see so many parishes well repre-
sented at last Sunday’s Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral and 
our priests preach in their churches about the call to ensure 
all our parishes are true centres of the new evangelisation.

Go Make Disciples is an invitation to our parishes and 
other Eucharistic communities to contemplate Jesus again, 
to ask how we as communities can live His life and mission 
more fully, and to listen prayerfully and carefully, inviting 
the Holy Spirit to guide our decisions and actions in this 
changing city and suburbs of ours. 

The new plan is very much a practical resource for par-
ishes, focused on strategies and actions that parishes and 
chaplaincies can take up in the spiritual renewal of their 
community. 

Please share the plan widely with your parish staff and 
key ministry leaders as well as a shorter, summary version 
for your parishioners. You will also find useful resources 
to complement the plan, including practical programs and 
personal faith testimonies on the Go Make Disciples web-
site at this address alongside downloadable copies of the 
plan: www.gomakedisciples.org.au

Ongoing Support 
The Sydney Centre for Evangelisation team will be read-
ily available to support parishes in the implementation of 
the strategies and resources for evangelisation contained 
within the Mission Plan.

This support will include continuing regional launches 
of the Mission Plan in the New Year and in local communi-
ties, including Parishes for Mission days, to be held within 
deaneries in the first half of 2021.

If you have any enquiries about the Mission Plan, please 
contact the Parish Renewal Team at elizabeth.arblaster@
sydneycatholic.org or (02) 9390 5307. 

Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support as we 
work together to serve ever more faithfully the mission of 
Jesus Christ, ensuring our parishes can continue to nurture 
the faith of future generations of Catholics in Sydney.

Daniel Ang
Director, Sydney Centre for Evangelisation

Elizabeth Arblaster,
Parish Renewal Implementation Manager,  

Sydney Centre for Evangelisation

PARISH SUPPORT TEAM
Last week Parish Support and Development emailed a 
survey to all Parish Priests and Administrators and Parish 
Secretaries/Bookkeepers to obtain your feedback on the 
support we have provide to you during 2020. As we all 
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know 2020 has been a challenging year starting off with 
bushfires, a massive rain event on 1 and 2 February and 
then we needed to deal with COVID-19 and the closure 
of our churches.

During the year Parish Support has provided assistance 
to our parishes and has tried to provide accurate and up to 
date information and provide the assistance required for 
you to administer your parish.

To this end we are asking for your feedback on our per-
formance this year with a few simple questions and we 
would also ask you to provide your thoughts on what we 
could do in 2021 and beyond that will assist you adminis-
tering your parish.

Please complete the online version of this survey or 
the hard copy version and return to Parish Support by 
15 January 2021 

CATHOLICS AND CREMATION

Cremation and the Disposition  
of Cremated Remains
The following was written in November 2016, shortly after 
the Holy See issued an Instruction regarding cremation 
and the disposition of the cremated remains, which at-
tracted some attention in the local press. The provision 
of that Instruction remain in force.

Catholics and Cremation - A New Instruction
It is customary during the month of November, which be-
gins with All Saints' Day on November 1st and All Souls' 
Day on November 2nd, for Catholics to pray for the dead 
and to visit their graves. The very ancient Christian tradition 
of burying the dead and praying for them is an important 
expression of faith the resurrection of the dead, in the 
integrity and goodness of the human person, body and 
soul. It fosters an awareness of the positive meaning of 
death in Christ - and allows a healthy process of grieving.

With increasing numbers of Catholics around the world 
choosing to cremate the bodies of their deceased loved 
ones, Pope Francis has approved a new Instruction from 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, "Regarding 
the Burial of the Deceased and the Conservation of the 
Ashes in the Case of Cremation," dated 15th August 2016. 

Cremation of the deceased person's body does not af-
fect his or her soul, nor does it prevent God, the all-power-
ful, from raising up the deceased's body to new life, but the 
Catholic Church continues to prefer the burial of the bodies 
of the deceased and considers burial a more fitting sign of 
Christian faith in the resurrection of the body. The Church 
has regard for the great dignity of the human body as an 
integral part of the human person who through Baptism 
has become the temple of the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, 

although they were for many centuries forbidden by the 
Church to cremate the bodies of the deceased, since 1963 
Catholics have been permitted to cremate provided that this 
is not done as a denial of Christian beliefs or hatred of the 
Church as was historically often the case.

When cremation is chosen, the remains of the deceased 
should be treated with dignity and respect, in a way which af-
firms the Christian faith. The cremated remains - the "ashes"- 
of the deceased should be treated with the respect that was 
due the body before cremation.

The new Instruction makes it clear that the ashes of the 
faithful must be laid to rest in a cemetery, a church, or a 
special area set aside with the blessing of the appropriate 
Church authority. This is the way in which the Christian tradi-
tion has upheld the relationship between the living and the 
dead and to keep show that, in Christ, death has a positive 
meaning. Through burial of the body in a grave, like the body 
of Jesus, Christian faith in the resurrection of the body is 
affirmed, the remains of the faithful are shown due respect, 
their family members and the whole Christian community 
are encouraged to pray for and remember the dead (even 
when the immediate generations have passed), and any 
unfitting or superstitious practices are prevented. Such prac-
tices as keeping the cremated remains "at home", or dividing 
the ashes up between several people as keepsakes, are 
considered incompatible with the proper reverence for the 
bodies of the Baptised. 

Responding to certain new trends as well as age-old 
errors, the Instruction prohibits those ways of treating the 
cremated remains which are incompatible with the Christian 
understanding of the significance of the human body. These 
include rituals which suggest that bodily death is the annihila-
tion of the person so that they no longer exist; or that death is 
the moment the deceased person is fused with the universe 
or Mother Nature; or that death is just a stage in a continuous 
cycle of regeneration; or that death sets us free from the body 
as if it were a prison and not an integral part of the human 
person. For these reasons, the Instruction expressly forbids 
Catholics from scattering the cremated bodies of the faithful 
in the air, or at sea, or across the landscape or in some other 
way. The Church also considers the practice of turning part of 
the cremated remains into pieces of jewellery, mementos or 
other objects, to be wrong and the Instruction forbids them. 

In the Catholic section of Sydney's Rookwood Cemetery 
there is a specially designed and blessed Crematorium 
Chapel of Mary, Mother of Mercy, to assist Catholics who 
choose cremation for valid reasons to surround the funeral 
and cremation rites with appropriate signs of Christian faith. 
But regardless of where the actual cremation is carried out, 
the ashes should be interred in a cemetery or other specially 
designated sacred place. 

Rev. Donald Richardson
Director, Liturgy Office, Archdiocese of Sydney

https://forms.gle/6vJ9mG8QLJ9Gx4sy9
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FORTHCOMING CHANGES TO  
THE COLLECT PRAYERS AT MASS
As of 29 November 2020, the First Sunday of Advent, the 
conclusions to the Collects (Opening Prayers) at Masses in 
English will change.

The change is mandated by the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference in response to a direction of the Con-
gregation for Divine for Divine Worship and the Discipline of 
the Sacraments (CDW) to all the English-speaking Episcopal 
Conferences concerning the appropriate translation of the 
Latin Deus, per omnia saecula saeculorum.
The present translation includes the word “one” before God. 
The corrected translation will omit the word “one” before God.

So, as of last 29 November, the conclusions to the collects 
will be as follows:

If the prayer is directed to the Father:
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Or, if the prayer is directed to the Father, but the Son is 
mentioned at the end:
Who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Or, if the prayer is directed to the Son:
Who live and reign with God the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Further details are given in a Memorandum from the Liturgy 
Office Director, Fr Don Richardson, included with this Ad 
Clerum   

Red Book, Distribution
The long awaited “Red Book” Celebrating Marriage in the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney, was distributed at the 
Clergy Conference on the 20th October. 
The following clergy would have received one free copy
	� Incardinated Priests
	� Religious Parish Priests
	� Administrators
	� Chaplains
The books that were not picked up at the Conference 

were sent home with your Dean. If you are eligible for a free 
copy of the Red Book could you please contact your Dean 
to arrange a suitable time to pick this up. 

Extra copies may be ordered through the Mustard Seed 
Bookshop at a cost of $35.00 each plus $10 postage. 

Please find attached   the order form if you wish to 
purchase additional copies. You would have received a few 

copies of the new Marriage forms with the Red Book. You 
are unable to purchase additional forms so it is suggested 
you keep one set as a master copy to photocopy for future 
use.

These forms are available for the clergy on the Clergy 
app/website, under Quick Links https://www.sydneyclergy.
org/pastoral/sacraments/ or they can also be accessed 
via the Intranet on http://sydarch.org.au/parish/ 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact 
Maria Cavallaro on 9390 5922 or  
maria.cavallaro@sydneycatholic.org or  
Paula Mortel on paulam@sydneytribunal.org.au

Red Book Pastoral Tip N.3
Do you believe you need to delay 
or refuse a wedding to a couple? 
Since marriage is a natural right and 
Church law presumes clergy will as-
sist a couple to exercise that right 
any delay or refusal of a wedding is 
a very serious matter.

No priest or deacon of his own 
initiative should refuse a wedding. The matter should 
always be referred to the Chancery for advice/consulta-
tion using the form “Referral to Chancery”.

The form “Referral to Chancery” may be used to refer 
any issue concerning weddings to the Chancery for 
advice or assistance. It can be found on the website 
along with the other marriage forms.

Fr Julian B. Wellspring JV

NEW STAFF APPOINTMENT
Dear Rev Fathers
I have attached the announcement   regarding the ap-
pointment of Anthony Micallef to the position of Director, 
People and Culture to manage the employment services 
function for the Archdiocese. I am sure many of you al-
ready know and have had good experience with Anthony 
assisting your parish through his former secondment to 
the Archdiocese from CCER.

Renee Elias, who has been with us now for some time, 
will report directly to Anthony who will report directly to me.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to Anthony with any 
query or support you may need from him.

With best wishes for the Christmas season and for a 
healthy and safe new year.

Kind regards

Michael Digges
Executive Director, Administration & Finance

http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/mem-to-clergy-re-changes-to-Collects.pdf
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/RED-BOOK-ORDER-FORM.docx
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/Announcement-re-Director-People-Culture-23-November-2020.PDF
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Archives Trash or Treasure
As the year comes to an end and our minds turn towards 
the New Year, this may be an opportunity to tidy away 
items that will become part of tomorrow’s archive. Has 
your parish been working on property developments over 
the past year? It may be a good idea to protect the pa-
perwork and plans by sending them in for safe storage, 
either to the Parish Support & Development Team (email: 
parish.support@sydneycatholic.org) or to the Sydney 
Archdiocesan Archives (archives@sydneycatholic.org). 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact the Archives on 9390 5430. 

Lienntje Cornelissen 
Archives Services Manager

PLENARY COUNCIL
The Season of Advent is one of anticipation and for Clergy 
and Parish communities it entails a flurry of activity rang-
ing from organising outreach and support for vulnerable 
members of our community, to liturgical preparation for 
the celebration of the Birth of Jesus. This year we feel a 
similar sense of anticipation and hope as we approach the 
First Assembly of the Plenary Council in October. Under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we have the promise that 
discernment and prayer will help facilitate rich dialogue 
about the life of the Catholic Church in Australia among 
the delegates and consultants attending the Assemblies.

The October 2021 Assembly will no longer see the 
gathering of delegates in Adelaide, as initially planned. 
Despite certain restrictions being lifted across the country 
in relation to COVID 19, there remains uncertainty about 
whether the present situation will continue into next year, 
or whether we will see new travel restrictions and further 
distancing requirements or other limitations put in place. 
These and other matters were recently considered by the 
Bishops Conference and a decision was made to hold 
the October 2021 assembly via a “multi-modal” format (a 
combination of online and face to face meetings by local-
diocesan and interdiocesan gatherings). This is not ideal 
but it is realistic in the present uncertain situation. 

For more information:  
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2020/12/FIRST-PLENARY-COUNCIL-
ASSEMBLY-MIXES-IN-PERSON-ONLINE.pdf    

The Archdiocese will work in partnership with other di-
oceses and the Plenary Council facilitation team to look 
at possible options to bring NSW delegates together for 
the October Assembly. The Archdiocese will undertake a 
commissioning of delegates to the Assemblies early next 

year with planning underway for a Mass at St Mary’s Ca-
thedral with Archbishop Anthony Fisher to lead us in this 
momentous initiative. The delegates from the Catholic Arch-
diocese of Sydney come from many varied backgrounds 
and experiences and we ask for the ongoing prayers of 
our parish communities for both the Plenary Council and 
the delegates as they gather together over the course of 
next year to prepare for the first Assembly. The delegates 
who will be attending Assemblies 1 and 2 (2022) from the 
Sydney Archdiocese are:

Archbishop Anthony Fisher Fr Isidore Anantharaj
Bishop Terence Brady Fr Eric Skruzny
Bishop Richard Umbers Fr Julian Wellspring 
Fr Gerald Gleeson Ms Selina Hasham
Fr Michael de Stoop Mr Christopher Lee
Fr Kelvin Lovegrove Mrs Francine Pirola
Fr Michael McLean Gabriel Turchi
Fr Paul Monkerud Professor Hayden Ramsay
Professor Dermott Nester Professor Zlatko Skrbis
Professor Renee Kohler-Ryan Sr Isabelle Naumann
Dr Rohan Curnow Professor Michele Riondino

The New Year will provide an opportunity for parishes 
and the Sydney Plenary Council working group to reen-
gage with the Plenary Council journey. We look forward 
to hearing your thoughts on how this may be achieved 
and what support you would consider might be benefi-
cial to assist you and parish ambassadors to lead your 
community’s participation in the final phase of the Plenary 
Council journey.

Many blessings to you for a joyous Christmas and New 
Year. May the birth of our Saviour Jesus bring Peace to 
your Heart.

Bishop Terry Brady and Professor Sandra Lynch
Co-Chairs Sydney Plenary Council Working Group 

Plenary Council Website
What are we called to do? Who are we called to be? How 
do we need to change? For all your Plenary Council needs 
and resources, please go to this website    

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FIRST-PLENARY-COUNCIL-ASSEMBLY-MIXES-IN-PERSON-ONLINE.pdf
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS OF 
CLERGY REMUNERATION SYSTEM 
AND CLERICAL FUND
For those unable to attend the Annual General Meetings 
of both the Clerical Fund and Clergy Remuneration Sys-
tem, the recordings, presentations and documentations 
are now available to clergy. 

If you have not received your electronic copy, please 
contact the office on clergysy@gmail.com.

CRS NOTICES 
JOBKEEPER: Phase 2 is now in operation. As previously 
mentioned, phase 2 will be insufficient to fund all the remu-
neration of clergy. Please provide opportunities for parish-
ioners to contribute generously towards Pastoral Revenue 
so that the System can return to viability as Government 
support is reduced. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS: The Board requests your 
participation in providing Christmas Offering Envelopes 
throughout December and January. Please contact the 
office on 9390 5166 if you require supplies. For those 
with TAP and GO, please consider dedicating a TAP for 
Christmas Offerings during the Advent and Christmas Sea-
sons. An information label to attach to your device can be 
downloaded from here.

The Board would like to thank you for your assistance 
during 2020. Every effort to facilitate contributions and en-
courage the faithful is appreciated by the Board.

With blessings to you for Advent and the Christmas Sea-
son, and may the Holy Spirit be with us as we navigate 2021.

CLERICAL FUND NOTICES
Please submit your claims to the Clerical Fund for approval 
and processing. 

We would appreciate, where possible, electronic submis-
sion to clergsy@gmail.com

Clerical Fund Management Committee  
Meetings for 2021:
	� 25.02.2021
	� 03.06.2021
	� 02.09.2021
	� 14.10.2021
	� 09.12.2021
Claims should reach us two weeks prior to the meeting 

date, otherwise they may be held over until the next meet-
ing. Please email or phone the office (9390 5166) with any 
query in regard to claims.

 A reminder of the new claim cap:
	� $4000 – for those who have claimed under $2000 dur-

ing the previous 2 financial years
	� $2000 – for those who have claimed more than $2000 

during the previous 2 financial years.
A priest is more than welcome to submit a claim that will 
take them over the cap, however the Committee will need 
to carefully consider the financial position of the Fund and 
the equitable distribution of the assets amongst the pres-
byterate prior to paying any claim.

New Email Address for Marriage 
Dispensations
Please note that Paula Mortel from the Tribunal now has 
a new email address for all inquiries about dispensations. 
Please send emails to: dispensations@sydneycatholic.org

PLEASE NOTE: The process for Overseas Marriages 
has not changed and any queries or correspondence 
should be emailed to paulam@sydneytribunal.org.au

Supply
To help cover our priests in parishes and to allow them to 
plan sabbaticals we are in search of men who are able to 
help parishes with supply. 

We are also looking for priests who are able to celebrate 
weddings on weekends all over the Archdiocese. 

If you are able to help please fill in the form: 

Can you celebrate Mass  
in another language?
We often have calls asking for priests who can say Mass 
or minister to people in a foreign language outside those 
languages that are supplied by our foreign chaplains. This 
may be Mass but it also includes visiting the sick, the Last 
Rites, Marriage Preparation, and general pastoral care. 
We are currently working on a register of clergy who can 
say Mass in a language other than English. If you are able 
to help please send an email with your name and the 
language you can say Mass in or fill in the form below.
Google form here: 

Important News about  
WWCC renewal 
Please note this important information from  
the Office of the Children’s Guardian:

PERSONAL DETAILS MUST BE UPDATED 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17_Vi7LwJ3fcJch-_Na9Tv_S_h6b8lmrRudfRE3BrtMo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17gWe4rTlsUoIBhc9at3MOnTZ1OKAt-bxIRCsF20EvE8/edit
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Everyone who holds a Check is now legally required 
to update their contact details, including any name 
or address changes, within three months – just like 
your driver licence. And like your licence, penalties 
will apply for people who don’t update. Updating your 
details is simple – go to   and follow the directions. 
You can even find your Check number here if you don’t 
have it to hand.

Office of the Children’s Guardian

For information and to renew your WWCC number 
click here 

Please advise the Chancery when you have updated 
your WWCC number.

Sabbatical considerations
Please find below some Sabbatical options that may be 
of interest. Please click on the link below for a full list of 
recommended Sabbatical options for you to consider, both 
locally and overseas. 

Italian Institute For Classical Studies
Lingua Ecclesiae is the first intensive summer Latin course 
specifically designed for ecclesiastics.
Students will be hosted at the Casa per ferie Mater Mundi, 
run by the Augustinian Sisters of Divine Love. Pedagogi-
cal activities are accompanied by the daily celebration of 
the Liturgy.

To favor the students’ rapid and solid learning, all courses 
are conducted directly in Latin, just like all other daily activi-
ties: Latin is the only language of communication within the 
residence throughout the entire month of stay.

Pedagogical activities are subdivided into those that are 
part of the curriculum (where participation is required) and 
those that are optional.
The Lingua Latina course is structured in three classes: 
Basic, Intermediate, Advanced.

The students will be required to take an entrance test in 
order to be placed in the more appropriate group.

Click here:   for more information or here   to 
download the brochure.

NEW  
Venerable English College, Rome 
The Venerable English College prepares men for 
the Catholic priesthood.

The seminary was founded in 1579, as a place for prepar-
ing priests to serve on the "English Mission", but there has 

been an English presence on via di Monserrato since 1362, 
when the site was acquired by a confraternity of English-
men living at Rome. The English Hospice, as it came to 
be known, offered a welcome to generations of pilgrims.

As well as seminarians and formation staff, there are also 
priests doing further studies living at the College. There are 
currently about fifty people who live and work at the seminary. 
Mgr Philip Whitmore, of the Archdiocese of Westminster, is 
the present Rector.

We welcome many people in the course of the year: 
groups and individuals can make pre-arranged visits for a tour 
of the College or simply turn up for one of our regular Masses 
or other advertised events. For more information click 

Institute for Continuing  
Theological Education 
Pontifical North American College – Rome
Please click on the link to find out what the PNAC is offer-
ing for Sabbaticals in 2021   

Tantur Ecumenical Institute
Please click on the link   to find out what Tantur is of-
fering for Sabbaticals in 2021. 

Considering a pilgrimage for  
one’s Sabbatical
It is a common occurrence in today’s world that Priests 
undertake a Sabbatical at some point during their time of 
service to the Church. Generally, a Sabbatical can best be 
described as “a period of leave granted for study or travel”. 
Traditionally it is one year for every seven years worked. 

It is not just an opportunity for another holiday but is 
taken as an opportunity to pursue an active service relevant 
to one’s spiritual life. It should be life changing!

In this context, one of the best opportunities for refresh-
ing one’s spiritual life would have to be to travel with like 
minded pilgrims on pilgrimage. Being an effective Religious 
necessitates continual spiritual growth and a pilgrimage has 

■ Pilgrim path: The Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.

http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check
http://www.sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2018/Working-With-Children-Check-(WWCC)-Number-Renewal.pdf
https://clergy.org.au/ministry-formation/sabbaticals#new-south-wales
http://www.linguaecclesiae.com/en/corsi/
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/2_locEN_ecclesiae-tip.pdf
http://www.vecrome.org/
https://2uo2jeo38zz1hk1rn3vlerh1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/ITCE_PromoFlyer_LegalSize_v3.pdf
https://tantur.org/enrichment-renewal-programs/
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all the elements necessary for this to occur. A pilgrimage 
journey can lift the heart, evoke emotions that are beyond 
words, and give us peace that “the world cannot give” 
(John 14:27). “Whether it’s immersing oneself in the heal-
ing waters of Lourdes, ‘praying with your feet’ along the 
Camino de Santiago, joining with thousands of pilgrims 
in St Peter’s Square, touching the rock of Calvary in the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre – pilgrimage has many forms 
and destinations, all with the same purpose – stepping out 
towards the sacred or seeking an encounter with our lov-
ing God.” As Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said: “To go on 

pilgrimage is not simply to visit a place to admire its treas-
ures of nature, art or history … To go on pilgrimage really 
means to step out of ourselves in order to encounter 
God where he has revealed himself, where his grace has 
shone with particular splendour and produced rich fruits 
of conversion and holiness among those who believe.” 

Thinking about doing a pilgrimage on your Sabbatical? Har-
vest Journeys is Australia’s leading expert in catholic pilgrim-
age tours. Harvest has been the trusted name in pilgrimage 
travel on behalf of the Catholic Church in Australia for over 30 
years, having served various appointments over many years.

With my best wishes.
Yours fraternally in Christ

Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP
ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY



THE LAST WORD:   
WORK HEALTH & 

SAFETY

BE SAFE during the lead up to the 
holiday and Christmas period!

Continue to look after your parish 
volunteers and staff 

From your Parish WHS A Team

we'd like to wish you and your families a very

MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass  &&
HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr

~~  22002211  ~~
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Agency News
8 February 2021  
St Bakhita Feast Day
St Josephine Bakhita is the Patron Saint of victims of mod-
ern slavery and human trafficking and the Patron Saint of 
Sudan and South Sudan. The Feast Day of St Josephine 
Bakhita is celebrated each year on 8th February. On this 
day, Catholics are encouraged by Pope Francis to pray for 
all those affected by modern slavery and human trafficking, 
and for the people who volunteer and work to eradicate 
modern slavery in our generation. 

Download   a newly designed St Bakhita Prayer Card 
that includes space on the back to add your crest for dis-
tribution to parishioners and schools.

Commemorating St Bakhita on 8 February is a way to 
raise awareness about anti-slavery action by the Church.

From the Mustard Seed 
Bookshop

The Annuals for 2021 are now available.  
Click Here   to find out more.

Directory for Catechesis, revised (2020)
By US Conference Of Catholic Bishops Newly Revised. As 
the Catholic Church embarks on the mission of teaching 
the Christian faith, the new Directory for Catechesis (2020) 
lays the how-to guidelines for catechesis and presents 

universal norms to guide pastors and 
catechists in the work of evangelisation. 
The Pontifical Council for the Promotion 
of the New Evangelization presents the 
Directory to guide the proclamation of 
the Gospel by the Christian faithful to 
people of all ages and in all seasons 
of life.

From CatholicCare
HOPE for Young Mums
As we approach Christmas Day and think about the real-
ity of the conditions in which Jesus was born, we may draw 
our thoughts to children today and their circumstances. 

In the Archdiocese of Sydney, it is unlikely that a young 
mum would be travelling on the back of a donkey to finally 
give birth in a barn. However the grim reality is that there 
are many young mums who are isolated, with no real fam-
ily or community connections. Some are homeless or at 

SACRAMENTAL RETREAT DAY OUT AT BENEDICT XVI

http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/Saint-Bakhita_prayer-card2021.pdf
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/Mustard-Seed-Annuals-2021-v1.0.pdf
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risk of becoming homeless and living in unsafe situations.
Young women like Lepeka who called CatholicCare 

when she was 21 years old, 20 weeks pregnant, and on 
the verge of ho melessness. She had just broken up with 
her partner and had no other support. She didn’t know 
what she was going to do.

Thankfully she called CatholicCare, who found her a 
counsellor to help her deal with her situation. She was then 
referred to CatholicCare’s HOPE program that was able to 
provide her with so much more.

The HOPE program provides specialised support to 
young mothers under the age of 25 who are pregnant or 
have a child under the age of two. 

Lepeka received accommodation in one of HOPE’s tran-
sitional properties for 18 months to provide a safe place for 
her and her newborn son, Kaleb, to begin their lives and 
get on their feet.

However, housing was not the only support she received. 
When young families start working with CatholicCare’s 
HOPE program, a detailed case plan is developed and 
tailored to meet each family’s individual goals and needs. 
Lepeka was immediately connected to an early childhood 
nurse, who visited her at home to check on the health and 
development of her son and to make sure she was coping 
okay. The program also helped her apply for Centrelink 
payments because she had no source of income.

Lepeka’s case worker, Nurmala, visited weekly to make 
sure her son, Kaleb, was reaching his developmental mile-
stones and to check in with Lepeka to ensure they were 
on track to reach the goals she set in her plan.

Not all families need assistance with housing. Some 
need more extensive support to develop their parenting 
skills or help to build and maintain healthy relationships with 
their friends, family or partners. While other young mothers 
may need assistance to manage issues around domestic 
violence or addiction.

The aim of HOPE is to first make sure there is a safe 
home environment for the child to grow. Secondly, to give 

the young mother all the tools and support she needs to 
be the best parent she can be. The final stage is to support 
the young mother to reach her full potential, through fur-
ther education, training or employment, providing a strong 
foundation for her family’s future.

With support from HOPE, Lepeka and Kaleb have found 
housing through a private rental that they now call home. 
Kaleb has been diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy but thanks 
to the help provided through HOPE’s Early Childhood nurse 
he is doing really well and is now attending childcare. Le-
peka is excited about her future and has started studying a 
Certificate in Medical Administration at TAFE, while looking 
for work as a Disability Support Worker.

Lepeka is just one of many hundreds of young mothers 
the HOPE program has helped over the years. HOPE gives 
children the best possible start in life and supports families 
to live and thrive. 

To find out more about CatholicCare Sydney’s HOPE 
program please visit www.BuildingHOPESydney.org or 
call CCareline on 13 18 19.

Michelle’s Story
Practical help and emotional support in the home are vital 
to people’s physical health and well-being as they age.

Staff at CatholicCare Sydney’s Seniors’ services are pas-
sionate about ensuring people continue living indepen-
dently in their homes for as long as possible.

Michelle, aged 63, says the process of getting support 
at home is not easy.

“The Aged Care System for me was like being thrown 
into a cyclone and not knowing what direction to go, what 
help is available to me and how to access it,” Michelle said. 
“It was really confusing and stressful.”

Thanks to some guidance from a friend, Michelle called 
CatholicCare Sydney. She says it was the best decision 
she ever made. 

Only a few short years before, Michelle had been work-
ing full-time as a midwife. The idea of slowing down didn’t 

‘Catholic clarity for complex times’

Listen to our Podcast every Thursday 
Ordinary Catholics having a relaxed, informal and searching conversation

To subscribe go to thiscatholiclife.com.au  
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even enter her mind. Then, with the sudden loss of her 
husband, Michelle experienced significant stress and knew 
that she needed to take a break. It was during this break, 
that an incident changed her life.

One day when out shopping, Michelle tripped on a bit of 
concrete and fell flat on her face. “I didn't break my glasses 
or chip a bone, but after a few weeks, I noticed that my sight 
in one eye was deteriorating.

“The doctor confirmed that the bruising from the incident 
had permanently damaged my eye.”

Michelle started getting bad back pain, felt tired and con-
stantly lacked energy. She was diagnosed with progressive 
osteoarthritis and Small Vessel Disease which was affecting 
the arteries of her heart.

Soon she required an assisted walker and crutches to 
get around and previously simple tasks became difficult. 
She knew it was time to get some support at home, but 
didn’t know where to start.

“Everyone thinks because you've been a midwife or 
you've worked in the medical industry that you know a lo t 
about aged care,” Michelle said, “but I didn’t know where 
to start to get help.” 

She reached out to a friend who helped her complete 
the online application forms and spoke to My Aged Care 
on her behalf. 

When she was assigned a Home Care package, her 
friend suggested that she call CatholicCare to visit her 

home and go through everything with her.
“I didn’t know anything about My Aged Care and it’s a dif-

ficult system to navigate,” she said. “CatholicCare has been 
amazing. Every question was answered and everything I 
didn’t know was explained clearly to me.”

Now with her support services in place Michelle lives 
her life to the full. 

“My care worker is amazing,” she said. “The first thing 
she does is get me a cup of coffee in the morning. Then 
she gives me a shower, gets me dressed and helps me 
make the bed. 

“She does my washing for me, takes me to appoint-
ments, gets groceries, helps me prepare meals and makes 
sure I take my medication. 

“She’ll also ring me every second night to check on me. 
It’s just nice to know that someone cares.” 

If you need support at home you can call CatholicCare 
on 13 18 19 for more information or to make an appointment 
with their Community Care Worker based at Our Lady of 
the Rosary Parish in Fairfield. They’ll arrange a home visit 
from a specialist who really cares and knows the My Aged 
Care System and will support you through every step of 
the process.

Roza Vukovich
Community Engagement Manager

Safeguarding
Merry Christmas
Christmas is fast approaching! The past year has brought 
with it many struggles and challenges to our usual way of 
life. Whilst many difficulties presented themselves, it has 
been wonderful to see our communities come together 
to support each other during such trying times. Thank you 
all so much for all your all your hard work completing your 
self-assessments and participating in our online safeguard-
ing training.
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Safeguarding Bite  
No.37

Don’t Forget!

It nearly Christmas and we all know more photos 
are taken around this time of the year.  
 
The Archdiocese has guidelines on Photography 
and Filming that are available for download on 
the Archdiocese Website.

The Safeguarding Team

The Safeguarding Office would like to take the time to 
wish you and all your loved ones a happy, holy and safe 
Christmas. The Safeguarding Office will be closed from 
23 December 2020 and will be back on 4 January 2021.

We are looking forward to the new year and resuming 
Safeguarding training in a new and Covid-safe way. 

Anna Sammut
Safeguarding Office - Training and Development

catholicweekly.com.au
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THEY CAME in their thou-

sands with gratitude in their 

hearts and beloved home 

shrines for blessing.Archbishop Anthony Fish-

er celebrated Mass for a sea of 

joy-filled pilgrims at the gold-

en jubilee of the Mt Schoen-

statt shrine at Mulgoa on Pen-

tecost Sunday.He was joined by auxil-

iary bishop Tony Randazzo, 

Australia’s Maronite Eparch, 

Bishop Antoine-Carbel Tara-

bay, and many clergy who 

concelebrated the Mass and 

heard confessions on the day.

The shrine is a place of wel-

come, not only for members 

of the Schoenstatt communi-

ty or even only for Catholics, 

but all who find in Our Lady a 

source of comfort, grace and 

blessing.For members of the 

Schoenstatt community, the 

shrine is central to their spirit-

uality. 
Sr Renée Buchmann says 

that maintaining it is a mis-

sion because, “The shrine is 

our home, it is also where Our 

Lady works for us.”Today there are 20 Schoen-

statt sisters living at the shrine 

which was opened and bless-

ed by Cardinal Gilroy, on 19 

May 1968.He also foretold its even-

tual significance saying, “This 

is a little gem that has been 

constructed here on the top of 

this hill...I dare say that there 

are few places in the munici-

pality and the electorate that 

will be so celebrated as this 

one in the years lying ahead!” 

In his welcome Archbish-

op Fisher noted that the last 

half-century has borne out 

those words. “I am grateful 

for the impact that the sisters, 

fathers, families, friends and 

pilgrims who share in the life 

of the Schoenstatt have had 

on the devotional life of Syd-

ney, on the formation of the 

lay faithful, and through sup-

port of families, youth and 

For members of the Schoenstatt community, the shrine is central to their spirituality

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Thousands gather for 
Shrine’s 50th celebration

Families flock from all over Sydney to attend the celebrations

Catherine Sheehan with Sr Buchmann
adults,” he said.Ad que nest, 

cupit adis magniscil ipsam 

que consequo odigent qui aut 

et quiae nos quis sin pre re as 

dita volorrovit mil id quam 

rem enderna musdae omni 

nos excerernam et doluptat-

ur? Occus.Ucimi, nimporat ea il ma 

archiliquo magnisit audae plit 

autem litende llesci ulla do-

lore opti dus rem fugit occae 

ipiet optiassequam nonem 

latur alique non core dis 

rerspite volutat archillant aut-

est lam, int, sitatur? Dolupta 

tatinis es errume nos delique 

modi rerum, sae quia sus aut 

qui torepta simporiam quas 

et ataspel ipsunt ut omnimu-

sa que nemquam ut officil-

ReArunt. Otae maiosan discii-

sque laut fugitatusant alit hilia 

et adit et aut molorerro beat ut 

explique none nobitas con ne 

solorem dic totat et pore, si-

tatur, ipsaped ma quam quo 

quam samus inus, occum ium 

ea velibus alibus doluptiaecte 

et et parum consequ undignis 
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landis dolupis eatiam isto id 
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The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”Sr Renee Buchmann

In brief
Assisted dying

Patriach is a gift

Sydney online

ASSISTED DYING is an 

“ill-considered and de-
humanising” practice 

Archbishop 
Christo-

pher Prowse has told an 

inquiry into end of life 

choices in the ACT. The 

Archbishop of Canber-
ra and Goulbourn ad-

dressed the ACT Legis-
lative Assembly select 

committee hearing on 18 

May. He told the commit-
tee that people approach-

ing death experienced a 

“rollercoaster” of emo-
tions that saw them take 

POPE FRANCIS’ nam-
ing of Chaldean Patriarch 

Louis Raphael I Sako (pic-
tured) as cardinal is a gift 

to the Chaldean Catholic 

church, which has been 

struggling in the face of 

terrorism, said an Ira-
qi archbishop. Chaldean 

Archbishop Yousif Thom-
as Mirkis of Kirkuk and 

Sulaimaniyah called Car-
dinal-designate Sako a 

A CHRISTIAN online 

fashion store based in 

Sydney has won a prestig-
ious award for its efforts 

to source and promote 

slavery-free clothing.
Thread Harvest won one 

of the 2018 Good Design 

Awards at an annual cer-
emony at Sydney Opera 

Chaldean Patricach Louis 
Raphael Sako

CHURCH ORGAN SPECIALISTS

presents
MAESTRO HECTOR OLIVERA

RECITAL DATES 
TUES FEB 20 •10.30AM - (Sydney) 

THURS FEB 22 • TBA - (Casino) 

SUN FEB 25 • 2PM - (QLD) 
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Mission: To promote and strengthen 

spiritual growth in Catholic men to enable 

them through conversion, transformation and 

evangelisation to be the spiritual leaders of 

their families, church, work and community.

catholic mens conference  
1 SEPTEMBER 2018

BOOKINGS REQUIRED 
https://www.sydneycatholicmen.com/  

https://www.trybooking.com/VDGL
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A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP

From the archbishopNEWS
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The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”

Sr Renee Buchmann
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I’m on your side, Francis assures victims
IN THE wake of the Pennsyl-
vania  grand jury report on 
clergy sexual abuse in six di-
oceses in that state, a Vatican 
spokesman called the abuses 
described in the report as be-
ing “criminal and morally rep-
rehensible.”“Victims should know 

that the pope is on their side. 
Those who have suffered are 
his priority, and the church 
wants to listen to them to root 
out this tragic horror that de-
stroys the lives of the inno-
cent,” said Greg Burke, head 
of the Vatican press office, in 
a written statement on 16 Au-
gust.

“Those acts were betrayals 
of trust that robbed survi-
vors of their dignity and their 
faith,” he wrote. “The Church must learn 

hard lessons from its past, and 
there should be accountabili-
ty for both abusers and those 
who permitted abuse to oc-
cur.”

“The Holy See condemns 
unequivocally the sexual 
abuse of minors,” Burke wrote 
and, as such, “the Holy See 
encourages continued reform 
and vigilance at all levels of 
the Catholic Church, to help 
ensure the protection of mi-
nors and vulnerable adults 
from harm.“The Holy See also wants to 

underscore the need to com-
ply with the civil law, includ-
ing mandatory child abuse 
reporting requirements,” he 
added. 

The statement came after 
the Pennsylvania attorney 
general’s 14 August news 
conference which horrified 
American Catholics and oth-
ers with the extent of its find-
ings.

In response the report, 
Burke said, “there are two 
words that can express the 
feelings faced with these hor-
rible crimes: shame and sor-
row.”

“The Holy Father under-
stands well how much these 
crimes can shake the faith and 
the spirit of believers and reit-
erates the call to make every 
effort to create a safe environ-
ment for minors and vulnera-
ble adults in the Church and 
in all of society,” the spokes-
man said. 

 ¾CNS

Goldstein, who goes by 
the pen name Dawn Eden, is 
an assistant professor of dog-
matic theology at Holy Apos-
tles College and Seminary in 
Connecticut, and has written 
about finding healing after 
the sexual abuse she suffered 
as a child.

In the wake of allegations 
against the former cardinal, 
she said, Catholics want trans-
parency and leadership but 
primarily they want justice.

She said this means the 
bishops need to acknowl-
edge they caused scandal and 
“didn’t have the moral cour-
age” to stand up to Archbish-
op McCarrick.Eden said she doesn’t 

doubt that many bishops 
didn’t know of the situation 
and some may have even tried 
to do something to stop it, but 
they still should “act collegi-
ally” and “collectively have to 
make reparation.”She reiterated this mes-

sage in a 9 August column in 
The Catholic Herald, a weekly 
publication based in London, 
stressing that the bishops 
need to do public acts of pen-
ance for “the sins of bishops 
and all clerics” and “those 
who enabled or failed to act 
against such wrongdoers.”“All the faithful need to ex-

amine themselves and repent 
of their role in failing to pro-
tect others, whether minors 
or adults, from clerics who 
abused their power. But if 
such repentance is to have its 
proper effect, leading to repa-
ration and conversion of life, it 
needs to be modeled by those 
entrusted with governing the 
faithful,” she wrote.

She said this action would 
show the bishops understand 
that the “sins of shepherds 
have a particularly destruc-
tive impact upon the entire 
church” and that “if even one 
bishop is guilty, the entire col-
lege (of bishops) owes repara-
tion to God” to begin the heal-
ing process.In an email to CNS, she said 

that in light of the grand jury 
report, the call for public pen-
ance she has spoken about is 
“needed as an integral part of 
a larger effort on the part of 
the US bishops to acknowl-
edge wrongdoing on every 
level.”

An appropriate apology, 
she reiterated: “is not merely 
saying ‘I was sorry’; it requires 
saying ‘I was wrong.’”She noted many Catholics 

are “calling for resignations 
from bishops who have been 
publicly identified as having 
covered up for abusing priests 
or for McCarrick. But resig-
nations will not be enough to 
restore the public trust unless 
they are accompanied by col-
legial episcopal acts of pen-
ance.” The idea of “collegial 
penance” isn’t a new one but 
was suggested in the spring 
of 2002 during a US-Vatican 
summit on clerical sex abuse. 

One of the actions pro-
posed by the US prelates “was 
to declare a day of prayer and 
penance throughout the Unit-
ed States to implore reconcil-
iation in church life.” And at 
the bishops’ meeting in June 
that year, they chose 14 and 15 
August as days of prayer and 
repentance for their failures 
and invited Catholic priests 
and laypeople across the 
country to join them.Quoting The Politics of 

Penance, a 2016 book by the-
ologian Michael Griffin, Eden 
said “just a handful of bishops 
followed through” with pub-
lic observances of penance, 

which the USCCB made op-
tional.

In 2016, Pope Francis 
asked episcopal conferences 
around the world to observe a 
“Day of Prayer and Penance” 
for survivors of sexual abuse 
within the Church. The USC-
CB marked this at the start of 
their spring meeting that year 
at a 14 June Mass at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Indian-
apolis.

But the bishops’ recom-
mended “Prayer for Healing 
and Reconciliation,” Eden 
said, focused on “’those’ peo-
ple who caused pain, rather 
than themselves.”On a diocesan level, she 

wrote, “a bishop’s penitential 
act might be a Mass and Holy 
Hour, or it might be repenting 
in sackcloth and ashes outside 
his cathedral. But it should be 
public, and it should include 
the clearly stated intention of 
making reparation as a bishop 
on behalf of the apostolic col-
lege to which he belongs.”Eden has written about 

finding personal healing 
through the examples of the 

saints, which she writes about 
in her book: My Peace I Give 
You: Healing Sexual Wounds 
With the Help of the Saints.

When she spoke to CNS 
last year about how the 
church could play a role in the 
#MeToo movement, she said 
the saints show a path forward 
for the country’s current crisis 
because they were “bold and 
courageous in speaking the 
truth and speaking when they 
saw people being abused and 
oppressed in any way.” - cns

The Rwandan Catholic bishops’ conference urged the 
government of President Paul 
Kagame to preserve religious 
rights after government officials closed thousands of 

churches and mosques. The 
buildings remained locked because of what was said were health and safety issues, 

Rwanda closes down churches

A penitential act might be a Holy Hour 
– or it might be repenting in sackcloth 
and ashes

Dawn Eden Goldstein

Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks to the media. 

 

PHOTO: CNS/COURTESY OF USCCB

Greg Burke, Vatican spokesman, is seen with Pope Francis speaking to journalists aboard a flight to Rome in 2017. 

PHOTO: CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

Dawn Eden Goldstein has written about finding healing after suf-

fering sexual abuse as a child.  

PHOTO: CNS
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each day there is a new scan-
dal in the news.

Child abuse and failures to 
report.  Euthanasia.  Abortion.  
Sex scandals.  And that’s just 
the stuff we know about!

It’s a tough time to be Cath-
olic, especially this week.  But 
we won’t be doing it alone.

A week 
when 
prayer is 
needed 

This weekend, I’m in 
South Australia de-
livering several talks 
with the theme of: 

“It’s tough being Catholic 
sometimes.”  

Planned months ago, I 
didn’t realise that these talks 
would occur in advance of 
what is probably going to be 
the toughest week Catholics 
have faced in a long time.

This Tuesday, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson, former Arch-
bishop of Adelaide, will be 
back in court, with the judge 
to decide whether he is suit-
able for home detention or 
whether he must serve a pris-
on sentence of six months 
for failing to report claims of 
child sexual abuse.  

Whatever happens, the 
decision is sure to attract an-
other round of media cover-
age, commenting on the ‘un-
precedented’ conviction and 
sentencing, with additional 
commentary surrounding his 
recent resignation as well.

Also on Tuesday, the feder-
al Senate will begin debating 
a bill that, if passed, will pave 
the way for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide to be legal-
ised in the Northern Territo-
ry and the Australian Capital 
Territory.  

Senator David Leyonhjelm, 
who will introduce the bill 
into the Senate, has intention-
ally turned this into an an-
ti-faith issue. 

Writing in last week’s Aus-

tralian Financial Review, 
Senator Leyonhjelm framed 
the debate as a decision on 
whether or not you wanted 
religion and religious people 
telling you what to do with 
your life (and death.)  

Three days have been set 
aside for the debate, so we 
can expect to see a lot of back 
and forth from pro-suicide - 
and anti-Church – commen-
tators, many of whom will use 
the current scandals in the 
Church to argue that it no lon-
ger has moral authority.  

On Thursday, while the 
euthanasia debate is wrap-
ping up and a vote potential-
ly occurring, the Queensland 
Palaszczuk government will 
introduce the Termination of 
Pregnancy Bill.

If passed, the bill would 
make abortion legal, even up 
to birth. 

It would force doctors and 
other medical professionals 
who conscientiously object to 
abortion to nonetheless par-
ticipate by referring a woman 
seeking an abortion to some-
one who will perform it. 

And it would prevent any-
one trying to persuade a 
woman out of undergoing an 
abortion, even through prayer 
or offers of help, from coming 
within 150 metres of an abor-
tion clinic. 

And for those of us follow-
ing what is happening in the 
Church in the United States 
at the moment, it seems that 

It should not be lost on any 
of us that, in such a difficult 
week, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, and the feast of St 
Maximilian Kolbe, the Apos-
tle of consecration to her and 
the founder of the Militia Im-
maculatae – the army of the 

Immaculate One – to work 
for the conversion of sinners 
and enemies of the Catholic 
Church.  

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the inter-
cession of the whole commu-
nion of saints, God – in His 
providence – has arranged 
it so that this week, we have 
a couple of heavy-hitters on 
our side.

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the faith-
ful more united in prayer, 
God – in His providence – has 
ensured that one of our two 
remaining holy days of ob-
ligation occurs smack in the 
middle of the week.

This is going to be a big 
week, to be sure, but it’s also a 
time of grace.

In the coming days, pol-
iticians and media seeking 
to push an anti-Church, an-
ti-life agenda will try to give 
us many reasons to be silent 
about, or at least embarrassed 
by, our Catholic faith.

We have a choice between 
keeping our heads down and 
our mouths closed, or to re-
spond to the challenge with 
increasing boldness, backed 
by the truth of what the 
Church teaches about the dig-
nity of human life from con-
ception until natural death.  

And we best do that not by 

Children and members of US faith groups protest the Trump administration’s treatment of immigrants. PHOTO: CNS, Jason Miller

There are big challenges ahead 
for Catholics: do we respond 

In the coming days, politicans and media 
seeking to push an anti-Church, anti-life 
agenda will try to give us reasons to re-
main silent and embarrassed by our faith”

Monica Doumit

to the point with Monica Doumit
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A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP
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THEY CAME in their thou-

sands with gratitude in their 

hearts and beloved home 

shrines for blessing.

Archbishop Anthony Fish-

er celebrated Mass for a sea of 

joy-filled pilgrims at the gold-

en jubilee of the Mt Schoen-

statt shrine at Mulgoa on Pen-

tecost Sunday.

He was joined by auxil-

iary bishop Tony Randazzo, 

Australia’s Maronite Eparch, 

Bishop Antoine-Carbel Tara-

bay, and many clergy who 

concelebrated the Mass and 

heard confessions on the day.

The shrine is a place of wel-

come, not only for members 

of the Schoenstatt communi-

ty or even only for Catholics, 

but all who find in Our Lady a 

source of comfort, grace and 

blessing.
For members of the 

Schoenstatt community, the 

shrine is central to their spirit-

uality. 
Sr Renée Buchmann says 

that maintaining it is a mis-

sion because, “The shrine is 

our home, it is also where Our 

Lady works for us.”

Today there are 20 Schoen-

statt sisters living at the shrine 

which was opened and bless-

ed by Cardinal Gilroy, on 19 

May 1968.

He also foretold its even-

tual significance saying, “This 

is a little gem that has been 

constructed here on the top of 

this hill...I dare say that there 

are few places in the munici-

pality and the electorate that 

will be so celebrated as this 

one in the years lying ahead!” 

In his welcome Archbish-

op Fisher noted that the last 

half-century has borne out 

those words. “I am grateful 

for the impact that the sisters, 

fathers, families, friends and 

pilgrims who share in the life 

of the Schoenstatt have had 

on the devotional life of Syd-

ney, on the formation of the 

lay faithful, and through sup-

port of families, youth and 

For members of the Schoenstatt community, the shrine is central to their spirituality

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Thousands gather for 

Shrine’s 50th celebration

Families flock from all over Sydney to attend the celebrations

Catherine Sheehan with Sr Buchmann
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aute consequunt qui consE-
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The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”

Sr Renee Buchmann
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I’m on your side, Francis assures victims
IN THE wake of the Pennsyl-
vania  grand jury report on 
clergy sexual abuse in six di-
oceses in that state, a Vatican 
spokesman called the abuses 
described in the report as be-
ing “criminal and morally rep-
rehensible.”“Victims should know 

that the pope is on their side. 
Those who have suffered are 
his priority, and the church 
wants to listen to them to root 
out this tragic horror that de-
stroys the lives of the inno-
cent,” said Greg Burke, head 
of the Vatican press office, in 
a written statement on 16 Au-
gust.

“Those acts were betrayals 
of trust that robbed survi-
vors of their dignity and their 
faith,” he wrote. “The Church must learn 

hard lessons from its past, and 
there should be accountabili-
ty for both abusers and those 
who permitted abuse to oc-
cur.”

“The Holy See condemns 
unequivocally the sexual 
abuse of minors,” Burke wrote 
and, as such, “the Holy See 
encourages continued reform 
and vigilance at all levels of 
the Catholic Church, to help 
ensure the protection of mi-
nors and vulnerable adults 
from harm.“The Holy See also wants to 

underscore the need to com-
ply with the civil law, includ-
ing mandatory child abuse 
reporting requirements,” he 
added. 

The statement came after 
the Pennsylvania attorney 
general’s 14 August news 
conference which horrified 
American Catholics and oth-
ers with the extent of its find-
ings.

In response the report, 
Burke said, “there are two 
words that can express the 
feelings faced with these hor-
rible crimes: shame and sor-
row.”

“The Holy Father under-
stands well how much these 
crimes can shake the faith and 
the spirit of believers and reit-
erates the call to make every 
effort to create a safe environ-
ment for minors and vulnera-
ble adults in the Church and 
in all of society,” the spokes-
man said. 

 ¾CNS

Goldstein, who goes by 
the pen name Dawn Eden, is 
an assistant professor of dog-
matic theology at Holy Apos-
tles College and Seminary in 
Connecticut, and has written 
about finding healing after 
the sexual abuse she suffered 
as a child.

In the wake of allegations 
against the former cardinal, 
she said, Catholics want trans-
parency and leadership but 
primarily they want justice.

She said this means the 
bishops need to acknowl-
edge they caused scandal and 
“didn’t have the moral cour-
age” to stand up to Archbish-
op McCarrick.Eden said she doesn’t 

doubt that many bishops 
didn’t know of the situation 
and some may have even tried 
to do something to stop it, but 
they still should “act collegi-
ally” and “collectively have to 
make reparation.”She reiterated this mes-

sage in a 9 August column in 
The Catholic Herald, a weekly 
publication based in London, 
stressing that the bishops 
need to do public acts of pen-
ance for “the sins of bishops 
and all clerics” and “those 
who enabled or failed to act 
against such wrongdoers.”“All the faithful need to ex-

amine themselves and repent 
of their role in failing to pro-
tect others, whether minors 
or adults, from clerics who 
abused their power. But if 
such repentance is to have its 
proper effect, leading to repa-
ration and conversion of life, it 
needs to be modeled by those 
entrusted with governing the 
faithful,” she wrote.

She said this action would 
show the bishops understand 
that the “sins of shepherds 
have a particularly destruc-
tive impact upon the entire 
church” and that “if even one 
bishop is guilty, the entire col-
lege (of bishops) owes repara-
tion to God” to begin the heal-
ing process.In an email to CNS, she said 

that in light of the grand jury 
report, the call for public pen-
ance she has spoken about is 
“needed as an integral part of 
a larger effort on the part of 
the US bishops to acknowl-
edge wrongdoing on every 
level.”

An appropriate apology, 
she reiterated: “is not merely 
saying ‘I was sorry’; it requires 
saying ‘I was wrong.’”She noted many Catholics 

are “calling for resignations 
from bishops who have been 
publicly identified as having 
covered up for abusing priests 
or for McCarrick. But resig-
nations will not be enough to 
restore the public trust unless 
they are accompanied by col-
legial episcopal acts of pen-
ance.” The idea of “collegial 
penance” isn’t a new one but 
was suggested in the spring 
of 2002 during a US-Vatican 
summit on clerical sex abuse. 

One of the actions pro-
posed by the US prelates “was 
to declare a day of prayer and 
penance throughout the Unit-
ed States to implore reconcil-
iation in church life.” And at 
the bishops’ meeting in June 
that year, they chose 14 and 15 
August as days of prayer and 
repentance for their failures 
and invited Catholic priests 
and laypeople across the 
country to join them.Quoting The Politics of 

Penance, a 2016 book by the-
ologian Michael Griffin, Eden 
said “just a handful of bishops 
followed through” with pub-
lic observances of penance, 

which the USCCB made op-
tional.

In 2016, Pope Francis 
asked episcopal conferences 
around the world to observe a 
“Day of Prayer and Penance” 
for survivors of sexual abuse 
within the Church. The USC-
CB marked this at the start of 
their spring meeting that year 
at a 14 June Mass at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Indian-
apolis.

But the bishops’ recom-
mended “Prayer for Healing 
and Reconciliation,” Eden 
said, focused on “’those’ peo-
ple who caused pain, rather 
than themselves.”On a diocesan level, she 

wrote, “a bishop’s penitential 
act might be a Mass and Holy 
Hour, or it might be repenting 
in sackcloth and ashes outside 
his cathedral. But it should be 
public, and it should include 
the clearly stated intention of 
making reparation as a bishop 
on behalf of the apostolic col-
lege to which he belongs.”Eden has written about 

finding personal healing 
through the examples of the 

saints, which she writes about 
in her book: My Peace I Give 
You: Healing Sexual Wounds 
With the Help of the Saints.

When she spoke to CNS 
last year about how the 
church could play a role in the 
#MeToo movement, she said 
the saints show a path forward 
for the country’s current crisis 
because they were “bold and 
courageous in speaking the 
truth and speaking when they 
saw people being abused and 
oppressed in any way.” - cns

The Rwandan Catholic bishops’ conference urged the 
government of President Paul 
Kagame to preserve religious 
rights after government officials closed thousands of 

churches and mosques. The 
buildings remained locked because of what was said were health and safety issues, 

Rwanda closes down churches

A penitential act might be a Holy Hour 
– or it might be repenting in sackcloth 
and ashes

Dawn Eden Goldstein

Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks to the media. 
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Greg Burke, Vatican spokesman, is seen with Pope Francis speaking to journalists aboard a flight to Rome in 2017. 
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Dawn Eden Goldstein has written about finding healing after suf-

fering sexual abuse as a child.  
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each day there is a new scan-
dal in the news.

Child abuse and failures to 
report.  Euthanasia.  Abortion.  
Sex scandals.  And that’s just 
the stuff we know about!

It’s a tough time to be Cath-
olic, especially this week.  But 
we won’t be doing it alone.

A week 
when 
prayer is 
needed 

This weekend, I’m in 
South Australia de-
livering several talks 
with the theme of: 

“It’s tough being Catholic 
sometimes.”  

Planned months ago, I 
didn’t realise that these talks 
would occur in advance of 
what is probably going to be 
the toughest week Catholics 
have faced in a long time.

This Tuesday, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson, former Arch-
bishop of Adelaide, will be 
back in court, with the judge 
to decide whether he is suit-
able for home detention or 
whether he must serve a pris-
on sentence of six months 
for failing to report claims of 
child sexual abuse.  

Whatever happens, the 
decision is sure to attract an-
other round of media cover-
age, commenting on the ‘un-
precedented’ conviction and 
sentencing, with additional 
commentary surrounding his 
recent resignation as well.

Also on Tuesday, the feder-
al Senate will begin debating 
a bill that, if passed, will pave 
the way for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide to be legal-
ised in the Northern Territo-
ry and the Australian Capital 
Territory.  

Senator David Leyonhjelm, 
who will introduce the bill 
into the Senate, has intention-
ally turned this into an an-
ti-faith issue. 

Writing in last week’s Aus-

tralian Financial Review, 
Senator Leyonhjelm framed 
the debate as a decision on 
whether or not you wanted 
religion and religious people 
telling you what to do with 
your life (and death.)  

Three days have been set 
aside for the debate, so we 
can expect to see a lot of back 
and forth from pro-suicide - 
and anti-Church – commen-
tators, many of whom will use 
the current scandals in the 
Church to argue that it no lon-
ger has moral authority.  

On Thursday, while the 
euthanasia debate is wrap-
ping up and a vote potential-
ly occurring, the Queensland 
Palaszczuk government will 
introduce the Termination of 
Pregnancy Bill.

If passed, the bill would 
make abortion legal, even up 
to birth. 

It would force doctors and 
other medical professionals 
who conscientiously object to 
abortion to nonetheless par-
ticipate by referring a woman 
seeking an abortion to some-
one who will perform it. 

And it would prevent any-
one trying to persuade a 
woman out of undergoing an 
abortion, even through prayer 
or offers of help, from coming 
within 150 metres of an abor-
tion clinic. 

And for those of us follow-
ing what is happening in the 
Church in the United States 
at the moment, it seems that 

It should not be lost on any 
of us that, in such a difficult 
week, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, and the feast of St 
Maximilian Kolbe, the Apos-
tle of consecration to her and 
the founder of the Militia Im-
maculatae – the army of the 

Immaculate One – to work 
for the conversion of sinners 
and enemies of the Catholic 
Church.  

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the inter-
cession of the whole commu-
nion of saints, God – in His 
providence – has arranged 
it so that this week, we have 
a couple of heavy-hitters on 
our side.

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the faith-
ful more united in prayer, 
God – in His providence – has 
ensured that one of our two 
remaining holy days of ob-
ligation occurs smack in the 
middle of the week.

This is going to be a big 
week, to be sure, but it’s also a 
time of grace.

In the coming days, pol-
iticians and media seeking 
to push an anti-Church, an-
ti-life agenda will try to give 
us many reasons to be silent 
about, or at least embarrassed 
by, our Catholic faith.

We have a choice between 
keeping our heads down and 
our mouths closed, or to re-
spond to the challenge with 
increasing boldness, backed 
by the truth of what the 
Church teaches about the dig-
nity of human life from con-
ception until natural death.  

And we best do that not by 

Children and members of US faith groups protest the Trump administration’s treatment of immigrants. PHOTO: CNS, Jason Miller

There are big challenges ahead 
for Catholics: do we respond 

In the coming days, politicans and media 
seeking to push an anti-Church, anti-life 
agenda will try to give us reasons to re-
main silent and embarrassed by our faith”

Monica Doumit

to the point with Monica Doumit
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