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All Day Clergy Conference
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St Mary’s Cathedral

Twilight Clergy Conference with Vianney 
and Bicentenary Dinner

19 May 2021
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March/April 2021
Newsletter of the  

Archbishop of Sydney
Circular No. 2/2021

COVID-19 Safe Guidelines for Holy Week  
will be issued shortly. 

A Short Message From  
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP

Dear Fellow Priests and Deacons
My fraternal greetings to you all!

I’m looking forward to our next clergy conference this 
month, which will give us all a chance to reconnect 

before Easter. The first two sessions will be focused on 
unpacking the Archdiocesan Mission Plan, Go Make Dis-
ciples, and the final session will be with Dr Robbie Lloyd. 
Dr Robbie Lloyd will focus on informing and supporting 
clergy in caring for their own mental health and wellbeing, 
so they can enjoy their work and be best able to care for 
others. It will be a great day, I hope to see you all there!

This month we also celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph, the 
adopted father of Our Lord. It’s fitting that we should cel-
ebrate his feast day so close to Easter, the feast on which 
the Son for to whom he cared came into His own glory as 
the Risen Lord. St. Joseph was a craftsman who belonged 
to a “working world,” which appreciated and respected hu-
man work; indeed, Jesus’ parables on the kingdom of God 
constantly refer to human work: that of shepherd, farmer, 
doctor, sower, householder, servant, steward, fisher, mer-
chant, labourer, mother; they compare the apostolate to the 
manual work of harvesters, fishermen, or scholars.

Work, then, has been taken up into the mystery of the 
Incarnation, and redeemed in a special way; at the work-
bench where he plied his trade together with Jesus, Jo-
seph brought human work closer to the mystery of the 
Redemption. 

Speaking of the Redemption returns us to Easter. Last 
year’s Easter was a very unusual one, with the state enter-
ing into Lockdown at the beginning of Holy Week – truly a 
Way of the Cross for those of us who look forward to this 
time as the pinnacle of our faith. When Christmas came, it 
seemed we would be able to come together again, but it 
was not to be. 

>>
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So, as we are able to celebrate in person this year – 
even if with reduced numbers – I hope this will be a time 
of great reunion between you and your faithful.

As always please be assured of my continuing prayers 
for you all.

+ Anthony

Please pray...
For the repose of the soul of ...

Bishop Bede Heather, Emeritus Bishop - RIP
Diocese of Parramatta
25 February 2021

Alieta Mata’afa Autagavaia Salu – RIP
Mother of Deacon Aisavali Salu
25 February 2021

For those that are sick in our community ...
Fr Reg Wilson, Fr John Alt, Fr Peter Maher, Fr Don 
Willoughby, Fr Noel Short, Fr David Coffey, Fr Michael 
Kelly, Fr Anthony Simari, Fr Michael McCarthy, and 
Fr John Snehadass who are currently unwell.

For special anniversaries occurring  
in March and April
I ask that you download the attached list   (May)

 (June) and pray for our brother priests who have gone 
before us and for those who are celebrating their Anni-
versary of Ordination.

Thank you to Deacon Paul Naggar
After twenty-four years of service as a 
permanent deacon, Deacon Paul Nag-
gar will soon retire from his parish duties. 
We are deeply grateful for Deacon Paul’s 
remarkable legacy and contribution, and 
we pray that he will enjoy a peaceful and 
joyful retirement with his wife, Julianne.

Paul Naggar was born in Cairo, Egypt, to committed Cath-
olic parents. He was educated by the De La Salle Broth-
ers, and later worked in the Aviation Industry. In 1965, as a 
young man, Paul migrated to Australia with his parents, and 
the family settled in Liverpool. Paul and his wife Julianne 
are celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary this year, 
and they are blessed with two children and one grandchild. 
Paul worked in the telecommunication industry for 35 years, 
including involvement with international broadcasting of the 
2000 Sydney Olympics.

On 23 August 1997, Paul was ordained by His Eminence 
Cardinal Edward Clancy as a permanent deacon, the first in 
the Archdiocese of Sydney. The path to diaconal ordination 

had presented many challenges for Paul, especially given 
that he was a trailblazing figure in this area. He pursued his 
vocation with faithfulness and perseverance throughout his 
six years of formation, enrolling in theological studies at the 
Catholic Institute of Sydney in 1992, and working under the 
supervision of three difference vocation directors.

Paul was appointed as Deacon of the Parish of All Saints, 
Liverpool following his ordination in 1997. He served faith-
fully at Liverpool for 13 years, before being appointed as 
Deacon of Carnes Hill Parish in 2010, Bossley Park from 
2012-2015, Moorebank from 2015-2020, and Austral from 
2020 - present.

Deacon Paul Naggar has been a pioneering figure as 
the Archdiocese’s first permanent deacon. He has served 
with great generosity and dedication, and as a husband, 
father, and successful professional he has brought a wealth 
of wisdom and life experience to his diaconal vocation. 
His ministry has touched many families in Sydney, through 
the weddings and baptisms which he has celebrated, the 
many couples whom he has prepared for marriage, and 
through the ongoing pastoral care and preaching which 
Paul has contributed in his parish appointments spanning 
three decades.

The Archdiocese is blessed to now have fourteen or-
dained permanent deacons serving in our parishes. For 
the expansion and the wonderful fruits of the permanent 
diaconate in Sydney, we owe much to Deacon Paul—for 
his courage in being the first to pursue this path, and for 
his exemplary service and commitment as a deacon of 
Jesus Christ.

CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS
I recently made the following appointments:

Rev Terence Bowman MSC
Appointed Parish Priest of the Parish of Our Lady of the 
Rosary, Kensington from 15 February 2021 for a term of 
six years.

Rev Christopher De Sousa CRS
Appointed a Member of Sumner House Advisory Commit-
tee from 10 February 2021 for a term of three years.

Rev John Greig
Reappointed Archbishop’s Appointee to the Council of 
Priests and reappointed a Member of the College of Con-
sultors and as a Trustee of the Roman Catholic Church for 
the Archdiocese of Sydney from 13 February 2021.

Rev Andrew James
Appointed a Member of the Archdiocesan Finance Council 
from 28 March 2021 for a term of three years.

http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/RIPs-and-Ordination-dates-May-2021.pdf
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/RIPs-and-Ordination-dates-June-2021.pdf
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Very Rev Kelvin Lovegrove
Reappointed Episcopal Vicar for Clergy and reappointed 
an ex-officio Member of the Council of Priests, Council of 
Deans, College of Consultors and as a Trustee of the Ro-
man Catholic Church for the Archdiocese of Sydney from 
11 March 2021.

Rev Samuel Lynch
Appointed a Member of the College of Consultors and as a 
Trustee of the Roman Catholic Church for the Archdiocese 
of Sydney from 3 March 2021.

Rev Ronald Maree
Appointed a Member of the Archdiocesan Commission 
for Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations from 20 February 
2021 for a term of three years.

Very Rev Michael McLean
Reappointed Episcopal Vicar for Education (Schools) 
and reappointed an ex-officio Member of the Council of 
Priests, College of Consultors and as a Trustee of the Ro-
man Catholic Church for the Archdiocese of Sydney from 
13 February 2021.

Rev Salas Muttathukattil MSFS
Appointed Dean of the South West Deanery and a Mem-
ber of the Council of Deans from 9 February 2021 for a 
term of three years.

Rev Andy Nguyen SJ
Appointed Assistant Priest at the Parish of Our Lady of 
the Way, North Sydney, Lavender Bay and Kirribilli from 
17 February 2021.

Rev Van Vuong Nguyen 
Reappointed Dean of the Central Deanery and a Member 
of the Council of Deans from 9 February 2021 for a term 
of three years.

Rev Pierluigi Passoni
Reappointed Administrator of the Parish of St Anthony of 
Padua, Clovelly and Part-Time Chaplain of the Randwick 
Campus of Hospitals from 1 February 2021 for a term of 
two years.

Rev Shane Reade SDB
Appointed Assistant Priest at the Parish of St John Bosco, 
Engadine from 11 February 2021.

Rev Emmanuel Seo
Appointed a Member of the Archdiocesan Property Com-
mittee from 11 March 2021 for a term of three years.

Rev Brian Steele MGL
Appointed Assistant Priest at the Parishes of St Declan, 
Penshurst and Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst from 11 Feb-
ruary 2021.

Rev Bernard Thomas OFM
Appointed Dean of the Eastern Deanery and a Member 
of the Council of Deans from 9 February 2021 for a term 
of three years.

Rev Hamilton Ureta
Reappointed Dean of the St George Deanery and a Mem-
ber of the Council of Deans from 9 February 2021 for a 
term of three years.

Rev Brian Wilson SM
Appointed Assistant Priest at the Parish of St Patrick, 
Church Hill from 18 February 2021.

NON CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS
Sr Elizabeth Delaney SGS
Appointed a Member of the Archdiocesan Commission 
for Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations from 20 February 
2021 for a term of three years.

Miss Monica Doumit 
Appointed Chair of the Charitable Works Fund Committee 
from 1 March 2021 for a term of three years.

ONGOING FORMATION  
OF CLERGY
Clergy Conference - Go Make Disciples
23 March 2021 - Le Montage 
Our first Clergy Conference for 2021 will be held next Tues-
day, on 23 March 2021 at Le Montage, 38 Frazer Street, 
Lilyfield. If you have not done so already and wish to attend 
please click on the link below to register. 

Please click on the link below to register   
We look forward to seeing you there.

St Clement’s Retreat and 
Conference Centre
If you would like to attend a retreat kindly complete the 
Registration form (also attached)   and return to St 
Clement’s at your earliest convenience.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1z9pw7-oiy-UNNUWTFcTk8tB_JpjIu2ilo9W_cqMTsps/edit
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/Retreat-Registration-2021.docx
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A deposit is optional and not necessary to register to at-
tend a retreat. Please click on the link   to see Retreats 
offered by St Clement’s Retreat and Conference for 2021.

Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality 
Australia
The Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Centre offer opportuni-
ties to discern What is God’s Inviting us to in 2021. Please 
click on the link to download the brochure   

Sharingtheword.info
As we all know, it is important for our ongoing formation 
that we spend some time keeping abreast of theologi-
cal, spiritual, and pastoral reading. I would like to bring to 
your attention an e-library with theological material (full 
text books and articles) freely available to anyone with 
internet access at 

This resource is the work of former Veech librarian Hans 
Arns. It is thoroughly catalogued according to subject, key-
words and author. It might be useful in sourcing material 
to expand your reading in subject areas of interest to you.

IMPORTANT MATTERS
Making your Will and  
Appointing a Legal Guardian
It can become quite awkward if, when a priest dies, we 
do not who are your executors. For these reasons, I urge 
you both to include a priest among your executors and 
to lodge a copy of your will with the Chancery. I must 
emphasise that this is not to give me or the Chancery 
information about your assets etc. It is simply to ensure 
that, when you die, we know whom to contact and your 
wishes about your funeral can be known by a priest of 
your choosing who will be able to assist with funeral ar-
rangements, and also assist with the probate process. 

In addition to making a Will, it is also important that we 
appoint someone with Power of Attorney to manage our 
financial affairs, and a Guardian, i.e. someone who is able 
to make medical decisions for us – in case we are debili-
tated by accident or illness and unable to make our own 
decisions. 

To assist in preparing your Will, attached are a wills 
checklist and a statement of assets proforma. An informa-
tion document is also attached to assist with the facilitation 
of Power of Attorney and Guardianship arrangements

The idea of these documents is threefold: 
1. If you comprehensively complete the forms, this makes 

preparation of a Will quicker and easier. 

2. The forms also assist in ensuring that all assets and 
relevant matters are considered and that your inten-
tions will be honoured.

3. The information also assists with deciding about allow-
ing someone else to make decisions on your behalf 
should you be unable to make such decisions for your-
self. 

The Archdiocese and the Clergy Remuneration System 
recognise the importance of ensuring that you have these 
documents prepared and have agreed to help with the 
future costs of preparation of your Wills and other es-
tate documentation (Power of Attorney/appointment of 
a Guardian). 

Please click here to download the documents:   

Chancery and CRS will each contribute $150 plus GST 
per priest per will and $100 plus GST for the costs of pre-
paring the other documents [totalling a maximum combined 
contribution by Chancery/CRS of $500 plus GST per priest 
for the suite of documents]. Individual priests will be ex-
pected to meet any additional costs. Reimbursement will 
be provided to priests on submission of a receipt to Chan-
cery and an appropriate contribution will be subsequently 
requested from the CRS.

Marriage Formalities
Please note the following important rules:

1. Permission for a Mixed Marriage and/or Dispensation 
for Disparity of Worship can only be granted by the 
Archbishop or his delegate. Thanks to all who are us-
ing our current email system, which is working very 
efficiently. We request celebrants to scan and email the 
Pink form to dispensations@sydneycatholic.org (and 
only to mail the forms if necessary).

2. When celebrating a marriage outside of a Parish church 
(e.g. in a school chapel or – by exception – ‘outside a 
sacred space’) all paperwork should be left at the Parish 
of the place where the marriage occurred. The Parish 
should record the marriage in both the Marriage Regis-
ter (Liber Matrimoniorum) and in PACS. The paperwork 
should then be filed in the Parish Archives.

3. When celebrating a wedding outside of one’s diocese/
archdiocese, we all require specific delegation from the 
Bishop of the place of marriage.

National Mass -  
Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians 
24 May 2021
The plans for these celebrations include a National Mass 
on the Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians. Each diocesan 
Cathedral will celebrate this Mass and many of the local 

http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/Brochure-2021-Final.pdf
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/What-is-Gods-Invitation-in-2021-SJ.pdf
https://www.sharingtheword.info
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/Making-your-Will-and-Appointing-a-Legal-Guardian.zip
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parishes will also celebrate Mass for their local Primary 
school students, parents and parishioners (depending on 
COVID restrictions at the time). The Mass from our Cathe-
dral will be live streamed so that students, staff, families 
and parishioners who cannot attend a Mass can participate 
in the National Mass via the live stream.

It is hoped that every parish in Sydney will also celebrate 
a Mass at 10.30am on 24 May to coincide with the Mass at 
St Mary’s Cathedral. Sydney Catholic Schools will be asking 
the local school Principals to discuss this with you in the 
coming weeks. Your support of the celebrations throughout 
the year will be very important. Each school will be sent a 
fence banner to display for the year. Prayer cards for every 
student and staff member will be sent to schools this month.

The National Launch of these celebrations will be held 
on 18 February, at this time I will launch a Pastoral Letter on 
Catholic Education “200 years young” from the Bishops of 
Australia. This event will be live streamed nationally. 

For full details please see the website: 

Mental Might No. 1 
Clergy Social & Emotional Wellbeing  

(Mental Health)

Checking in with yourself on a daily (or, at a minimum, 
weekly) basis, to see how much Joy, Surprise, Mys-
tery and Wonder you’ve got in your life is a good test 
of where your social & emotional wellbeing might be 
heading. If these sorts of experiences are replaced 
mainly by busyness, logical “rationality” on a frenzied 
agenda of to-do jobs, and feelings of guilt for never 
completing all your tasks, then you’re headed into un-
healthy waters.

Dr Robbie Lloyd 
Research & Project Officer 

Justice and Peace Office

Mass Kits for Fiji
Mgr Brian Rayner is asking for donations of Mass Kits to 
be sent to Fiji. If you can help with this please contact 
Mgr Rayner at Gymea Parish on 02 9525 9993.

Excerpts from The Roman Missal
Excerpts from the Roman Missal (known informally as the 
“Book of the Chair”), contains all the prayers that the cel-
ebrant prays from the Chair. Elegant looking, very handy 
size, easier for altar servers to hold and to carry around 
the sanctuary. 

The edition for Australia includes:
	� Prayers for all Sundays through-
out the year, for all feasts and 
solemnities celebrated in Aus-
tralia, and for the weekdays of 
Advent, Christmas, Lent and 
Easter;
	� The Introductory Rites (incorpo-

rating the sample celebrations of 
the Penitential Rite), the Creeds, 
samples of the Universal Prayer 
and the Concluding Rite.
This beautifully produced volume features gold stamping 

on the cover and gold edging on the pages, three tabs and 
three ribbon bookmarks for ease of use and is supplied in 
a protective mailing carton.

Please click to download the brochure: 

Manly Union Submission
As in previous year the Manly Union is inviting applications 
for Funding for 2021. The MU is pleased to be able to offer 
assistance this year in the following areas:

1. Assistance to students
2.  Ongoing Formation – Diocese
3.  Ongoing Formation – Individual Clergy
4. The Philip Claver Smith Bursary
5.  The Brian Byron (Jerusalem) Bursary

For more information please click on the link:   

Sydney Centre for 
Evangelisation
Parish Renewal Team
Implementation of Go Make Disciples
Over the past month, the Parish Renewal Team of the Syd-
ney Centre for Evangelisation has engaged with a number 
of communities and individuals seeking to explore how 
parish renewal is supported by the Archdiocesan Mission 
Plan, Go Make Disciples.

Leading Renewal
In February a group of clergy and seminarians gathered 
to participate in an online workshop on leadership which 
was designed to support our clergy as leaders of parish 
renewal. The workshop was a collaboration with the Com-
mittee for the Ongoing Formation of Clergy, and was led 

https://200years.catholic.edu.au
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/adclerum160321.jpg
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/Manly-Union-2021.pdf
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by Fr James Mallon. Fr Mallon focused on the vital role of 
the parish priest in leading renewal, tips for how to lead, 
and effective leadership in the current pastoral landscape. 
Fr Mallon’s complete talk and highlights of the talk will be 
available in coming weeks; details in the next Ad Clerum.

Forming our future priests
In mid-February the Parish Renewal Team was invited 
by the Rector of the Seminary of the Good Shepherd to 
provide a week of formation to the third and fourth year 
seminarians. The week was focused on leading renewal 
and allowed the seminarians to delve deeply into what it 
means to lead as well and how to effectively respond to 
the changing pastoral landscape. 

Opening up personal and parish renewal through 
the Lenten Companion
In order to support you in engaging your parishioners 
in parish renewal, our team produced and distributed a 
Lenten Companion, Receive the Grace to Go Make Dis-
ciples, which presented a practical opportunity for pa-
rishioners to prayerfully contemplate the foundations of 
personal and parish renewal which are at the heart of the 
mission plan. The Lenten Companion was received very 
warmly: requests for extra copies exhausted our stock in 
the first week of Lent; the Companion has been translated 
by the Chinese community for their use; 45 Faith Educa-
tors recently attended a workshop with our team on how 
to run a Lenten group using the resource; and Catholics 
from across the Archdiocese having been zooming into a 
weekly online Lenten group with Fr Noel Custodio.

Beginning the renewal journey
Over the past month the Parish Renewal Team has been 
invited to engage with a number of communities seek-
ing spiritual renewal through building parish foundations 
which help people to be called and formed as disciples, 
as discussed in our mission plan; these have includes the 
Parishes of St Anne’s Bondi Beach and St Patrick’s Bondi, 
Our Lady of the Rosary at Fairfield, St Mark’s Drummoyne, 
and the Chinese Catholic Community. Over a dozen par-
ishes are currently working with the team to explore and 
implement invitational programs that can help support 
their mission ad gentes. It’s been a joy to be with these 
communities at the beginning of this journey.

Engaging parishioners in parish renewal 
There are a number of practical opportunities coming up 
to explore the plan and engage your parishioners in par-
ish renewal:
	�  On 16 March, the Communications Team in the Sydney 

Centre for Evangelisation to offered a Parish Commu-
nication in the Digital Age workshop to help strengthen 

the foundations of community and evangelisation in 
your parish.
	� Throughout June and July the Parish Renewal Team 

and the Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia will be offering 
retreats on discipleship and mission. These retreats are 
being provided as a resource you can offer your parish-
ioners to receive spiritual formation on being called and 
sent as a disciple of Jesus. Details in the next Ad Clerum.
	�  In coming months the Parish Renewal Team will also be 

offering a formation series on leadership. This series is 
intended to provide formation to those lay leaders who 
assist you such as your staff, Parish Pastoral Council, 
parish finance committee, and leaders of ministries. 
Details in the next Ad Clerum.

The team is looking forward to seeing you at the upcom-
ing Clergy Conference on 23 March 2021.

Daniel Ang
Director, Sydney Centre for Evangelisation

Elizabeth Arblaster,
Parish Renewal Implementation Manager,  

Sydney Centre for Evangelisation

Red Book Pastoral Tip No. 5
Make sure you check what dis-

pensations or permissions may be 
required for a wedding and submit 
request three months in advance 
please.

If you have any queries or con-
cerns then please contact Paula 
Mortel in the Tribunal.

Fr Julian B Wellspring JV

Archives Trash or Treasure
St Mary’s Cathedral occupies a special place in our collective 
Australian Catholic history. Please click on the link   to 
The Benediction and Laying the Foundation Stone 1868 
(please find this attached) that demonstrate the impor-
tance St Mary’s has for our community. 

Lienntje Cornelissen 
Archives Services Manager

PLENARY COUNCIL
Reflection Time for Members 
On February 20 the delegated Members of the Plenary 
Council who are domiciled in Sydney gathered at Villa 
Maria Hunters Hill to engage in prayerful reflection in 
preparation for their role as delegates to the Council. 

http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/SMC-The-Benediction-and-laying-the-Foundation-Stone-booklet-1868.pdf
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Fr Aloysius Rego, a Discalced Carmelite, skilfully lead the 
group in the morning session through the meaning of the 
cross in the lives of Christians. He drew from the writings 
of Teresa of Avila and John of the Cross and made them 
relevant to those present. Members were asked to reflect 
on questions inspired by saints such as “Saint Teresa of 
Avila” who told us the “the measure of being willing to 
bear a small or large cross is love”. Delegates were asked: 

“How open and willing are you to invest yourself in the 
Plenary Council?”

“What are the attitudes, fears, compromises in yourself 
that prevent you from fully embracing the cross of disciple-
ship as you participate in the Plenary Council?”

The afternoon session was a reflection on Listening and 
Fr. Rego provided excellent examples of the need to listen 
as a service to others. Quoting Lawrence Freeman, he ar-
gued that “the point of dialogue with those you love and 
respect is not to convince them but to listen. The great-
est changes are wrought through listening. This is what 
Mary did…”. The need for listening is of greater service than 
speaking. All too often the Church has assumed that the 
Spirit will lead us to the complete truth (Jn16:13). This has 
led to the assumption that we have the truth and have no 
need to listen to dissident or marginalised voices. These 
were the ones to whom Jesus listened and with whom He 
was involved. 

Members expressed their appreciation of the opportunity 
to come together for this time of reflection.

Instrumentum Laboris
The Instrumentum Laboris (working document) now titled 
“Continuing our Journey” has been sent out and will be 
available for use within parishes. It is available on the Ple-
nary Council Website and is accompanied by a reflection 
guide. It is anticipated that parishes will be involved in re-
flection on this document using the reflection guide. We an-
ticipate reengaging with the ambassadors and organising 
monthly reflection groups in the parishes after Pentecost.

There are a series of podcasts available on the Plenary 
Council website of 10-13 minutes designed to engage the 
whole Catholic community in the process as it is a process 
intended to engage the whole church. 

Assembly 1-Multi modal platform
The First Assembly will be held from October 3 to October 
9, 2021 and the second assembly will be face to face in 
Sydney from July 4 to July 9, 2022. In preparation for the 
Assemblies a National Conference Director, Danielle, has 
been appointed to work with the local event coordinators 
in each hub.

Regional hubs will be formed so that Covid requirements 
can be adhered to and as a precaution if there should 
be another outbreak. The bishops are to determine the 

makeup and size of the hubs in their Provincial meetings 
in March. The hubs in NSW and Victoria will include the 
Eastern churches, Personal Prelatures, Militiary Ordinariate, 
church agencies and leaders from religious congregations.

In preparation for the Assembly there will be a five-month 
period of prayer for the success of the Assembly. It is hoped 
that this could be launched on Pentecost Sunday.

Formation for delegates (now known as members) has 
been arranged by the National Team with a choice of four 
dates in June and July. We anticipate that a further retreat 
will be held for our Sydney delegates in September.

Next steps
The Archdiocese of Sydney will arrange a short retreat for 
parish ambassadors and others who assisted in the earlier 
phases of the Plenary Council process as we move into 
this new phase of preparation.

Information will be provided to parishes regarding the 
reengagement in the Plenary process. 

When the Plenary prayers are revitalised parishes should 
encourage people to use them.

Bishop Terry Brady and Professor Sandra Lynch
Co Chairs Sydney Plenary Council Working Group 

Plenary Council Website
What are we called to do? Who are we called to be? How 
do we need to change? For all your Plenary Council needs 
and resources, please go to this website    

CRS NOTICES
EASTER OFFERING ENVELOPES: Please make a signifi-
cant effort to promote and to give opportunities for pa-
rishioners and visitors to contribute to the Easter Offering 
Envelopes. The collections and the Christmas Offerings 
have been significantly impacted over the last 12 months. 
As parishioners return for Easter this year, please promote 
the Easter envelopes.
JOBKEEPER: As we near the end of the JobKeeper sub-
sidy scheme at end of March, it is important to note that 
income across the Archdiocese has not yet returned to 
pre-Covid-19 levels, and therefore clergy are encouraged 
to offer innovative ways for giving, providing differing op-
portunities for parishioners to contribute generously to-
wards Pastoral Revenue so that the System can continue 
to return to viability as Government support is ceased. 

http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
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A notice was recently sent to Clergy and Parish Offices 
regarding changes and clarifications, and we have high-
lighted some points below:
	� Permanent/on-going supply payments will now require 

an application and pre-authorisation from the Board, on 
a case-by-case basis.
	� Supply payments to assist with Annual, Sabbatical and 

Long Service Leave will be reintroduced for all parishes 
from 1 January 2021.
	� Sabbatical and Long Service Leave will be paid at the 

same rate as the (increased) monthly stipend.
If you have not received the notice, kindly contact the of-
fice on 02 9390 5166.

CLERICAL FUND NOTICES
Please submit your claims to the Clerical Fund for approval 
and processing. We would appreciate, where possible, 
electronic submission to clergsy@gmail.com

Clerical Fund Management Committee Meetings for 2021:
	� 03.06.2021
	� 02.09.2021
	� 14.10.2021
	� 09.12.2021
Claims should reach us two weeks prior to the meeting 

date, otherwise they may be held over until the next meet-
ing. Please email or phone the office 02 9390 5166 with 
any query in regard to claims.

2021 AGMS - CLERGY 
REMUNERATION SYSTEM 
CLERICAL FUND
The 2021 AGMs for both the CRS Clerical Fund are sched-
uled for Thursday, 28 October 2021 at the Liverpool Catho-
lic Club. Invitations will be sent closer to the date.

Supply
To help cover our priests in parishes and to allow them to 
plan sabbaticals we are in search of men who are able to 
help out in the parish with supply. 

We are also looking for priests who are able to celebrate 
weddings on weekends all over the Archdiocese. 

If you are able to help please fill in the form: 

Can you celebrate Mass  
in another language?
We often have calls asking for priests who can say Mass 
or minister to people in a foreign language outside those 
languages that are supplied by our foreign chaplains. 

This may be Mass but it also includes visiting the sick, the 
Last Rites, Marriage Preparation, and general pastoral care. 

We are currently working on a register of clergy who can 
say Mass in a language other than English. 

If you are able to help please send an email with your 
name and the language you can say Mass in or fill in the 
form below.

Google form here: 

Important News about  
WWCC renewal 
Please note this important information from  
the Office of the Children’s Guardian:

PERSONAL DETAILS MUST BE UPDATED 
Everyone who holds a Check is now legally required 
to update their contact details, including any name 
or address changes, within three months – just like 
your driver licence. And like your licence, penalties 
will apply for people who don’t update. Updating your 
details is simple – go to   and follow the directions. 
You can even find your Check number here if you don’t 
have it to hand.

Office of the Children’s Guardian

For information and to renew your WWCC number 
click here 

Please advise the Chancery when you have updated 
your WWCC number.

Sabbatical considerations
Please find below some Sabbatical options that may be 
of interest. 

Please click on the link below for a full list of recommend-
ed Sabbatical options for you to consider, both locally and 
overseas 

Italian Institute For Classical Studies
Lingua Ecclesiae is the first intensive summer Latin course 
specifically designed for ecclesiastics.

Students will be hosted at the Casa per ferie Mater Mun-
di, run by the Augustinian Sisters of Divine Love. Pedagogi-
cal activities are accompanied by the daily celebration of 
the Liturgy.

To favor the students’ rapid and solid learning, all courses 
are conducted directly in Latin, just like all other daily activi-
ties: Latin is the only language of communication within the 
residence throughout the entire month of stay.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17_Vi7LwJ3fcJch-_Na9Tv_S_h6b8lmrRudfRE3BrtMo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17gWe4rTlsUoIBhc9at3MOnTZ1OKAt-bxIRCsF20EvE8/edit
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check
http://www.sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2018/Working-With-Children-Check-(WWCC)-Number-Renewal.pdf
https://clergy.org.au/ministry-formation/sabbaticals#new-south-wales 
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Pedagogical activities are subdivided into those that are 
part of the curriculum (where participation is required) and 
those that are optional.
The Lingua Latina course is structured in three classes: 
Basic, Intermediate, Advanced.

The students will be required to take an entrance test in 
order to be placed in the more appropriate group.

Click here:   for more information or here   to 
download the brochure.

Considering a pilgrimage for  
one’s Sabbatical
It is a common occurrence in today’s world that Priests 
undertake a Sabbatical at some point during their time of 
service to the Church. Generally, a Sabbatical can best be 
described as “a period of leave granted for study or travel”. 
Traditionally it is one year for every seven years worked. 

It is not just an opportunity for another holiday but is 
taken as an opportunity to pursue an active service relevant 
to one’s spiritual life. It should be life changing!

In this context, one of the best opportunities for refresh-
ing one’s spiritual life would have to be to travel with like 
minded pilgrims on pilgrimage. 

Being an effective Religious necessitates continual spir-
itual growth and a pilgrimage has all the elements neces-
sary for this to occur. 

A pilgrimage journey can lift the heart, evoke emotions 
that are beyond words, and give us peace that “the world 
cannot give” (John 14:27). “Whether it’s immersing oneself 
in the healing waters of Lourdes, ‘praying with your feet’ 
along the Camino de Santiago, joining with thousands of 
pilgrims in St Peter’s Square, touching the rock of Calvary 
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre – pilgrimage has many 
forms and destinations, all with the same purpose – step-
ping out towards the sacred or seeking an encounter with 
our loving God.” 

As Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said: “To go on pilgrim-
age is not simply to visit a place to admire its treasures of 
nature, art or history … To go on pilgrimage really means 
to step out of ourselves in order to encounter God where 
he has revealed himself, where his grace has shone with 
particular splendour and produced rich fruits of conver-
sion and holiness among those who believe.” 

Thinking about doing a pilgrimage on your Sabbatical? Har-
vest Journeys is Australia’s leading expert in catholic pilgrim-
age tours. Harvest has been the trusted name in pilgrimage 
travel on behalf of the Catholic Church in Australia for over 30 
years, having served various appointments over many years.

You can visit Harvest at: 
■ Pilgrim path: The Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.

With my best wishes.
Yours fraternally in Christ

Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP
ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY

http://www.linguaecclesiae.com/en/corsi/
http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2020/2_locEN_ecclesiae-tip.pdf
http://www.harvestjourneys.com


THE LAST word:   
worK HEALTH & SAFETY

BE SAFE during the lead up to  Easter 
and the Easter break!

Continue to look after your parish 
volunteers and staff 

On behalf of the 
we would like to wish each and everyone 
of you a very happy Easter.
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Agency News
for March and April 2021

From CCD
SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SRE)

Restrictions eased 
NSW Education released updated SRE COVID-safe advice (9 
March) in line with state-wide easing of restrictions. Chancery 
and CCD has advised Parish clergy and catechist coordina-
tors. Summary: 
	� Upon arrival in schools, complete COVID-safe declaration 

sign-in procedures
	�  No limit on number of SRE teachers per class/group (help-

ers/observers are permitted); no limit on class sizes. 
	�  SRE teachers, support staff and parents to maintain physi-

cal distance from each other (1.5 metres).
	�  Singing and/or chanting activities allowed (5 metres be-

tween singers and those they are facing, where practicable).
 Any questions regarding this update, please contact your 

parish’s CCD Faith Education Officer.

Catechist Recruitment Videos
To help parishes recruit SRE Catechists, three 90-second 
videos are available for download: 

 Authorisation and Compliance 
	�  New recruits: updated Application Form and Letter of Ap-

pointment template (11 Feb). 
	�  Parish Letter to Schools: updated SRE Authorisation Letter 

template to list Catechists (21 Jan).
These updated files are available to download: 

Children’s Preparation for Sacraments 
To help parishes run online groups and/or guide parents 
to pray and work through the Gratia Series Children’s Ac-
tivity Books with their children at home, PowerPoints with 
voiceovers/scripts and practical recommendations are 
available to download: 

On behalf of your CCD team, thank you for support-
ing your Parish Catechists and families with school-aged 
children.

Doug Mawhinney 
CCD Parish Catechist Support 

Tel. 9307 8330 | office@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au 

Sydney Catholic Early 
Childhood Services (SCECS)
SCECS supports growing communities at 
Rosebery & Caringbah
Rosebery: SCECS have commenced construction on a 
state-of-the-art 60 place preschool & long day care service 
for 0-6 year olds, in a bid to support the growing needs 
of the Rosebery community and the working families in 
South Sydney. This service will be visually and physically 
connected with the Parish and proposed primary school, 
forming a community hub. The new service will create 
many job opportunities for Early Childhood Teachers, Edu-
cators, and ancillary staff.

“The Parish community realises the renewal and popula-
tion growth in the Rosebery area and wants to share in the 
mission to support young families with this early learning 
centre,” said Parish Priest, Fr Paul Smithers.

St Joseph’s Preschool & Long Day Care is due to open 
its doors in 2022!

SACRAMENTAL RETREAT DAY OUT AT BENEDICT XVI

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/70v715vdp2ibmh9/AADq9s1mgSuqwhk2S046qcLDa?dl=0
https://ccd.sydneycatholic.org/catechist-resources/parish-resources/
https://ccd.sydneycatholic.org/sacraments/
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Caringbah: SCECS have also received DA approval re-
cently to commence construction of a 76 place preschool 
& long day care service for 0-6 year olds.

SCECS delivers nationally exceeding services 
In just over one year in operation, St Therese Preschool 
& Long Day Care Sadleir, and St John’s Preschool & Long 
Day Care Auburn have been awarded the rating of ‘Ex-
ceeding National Quality Standard’ under the National 
Quality Framework. These services are celebrated for their 
commitment to high quality. “Our team of Educators pride 
ourselves on providing a place of joy and inspiration for 
our children, our families and our staff. We focus on high-
quality education and care and providing outreach and 
wrap around services to our community, so being recog-
nised as a centre that exceeds the national standards is 
a testament to the qualified and dedicated team we have 
here at St John’s,” said Centre Director, Cindy Adams.

How can SCECS support your Parish community?
SCECS provides Outside School Hours Services (OSHC), in 
addition to Preschool & Long Day Care Services. Currently 
operating 22 OSHC and two Long Day Care services, we 
are a registered not-for-profit service, a Catholic agency of 
the Archdiocese of Sydney, provide an income to Parishes, 
and all profits are re-invested back into Catholic commu-
nities. If you currently contract a provider, would like to 
provide a new service and understand further how SCECS 
can support your community, please contact Franceyn 
O’Connor, Chief Executive Officer, on 0412 985 880 or 
franceyn.oconnor@syd.catholic.edu.au 

From CatholicCare

As we lean into Lent and move towards Easter, we em-
brace opportunities for new beginnings and a fresh start. 

Armed with the blessings and grace from the Year of St Jo-
seph we reflect upon the words of Pope Francis’ Apostolic 
Letter Patris Corde on St Joseph – the ultimate example 
of fatherhood and foster father of Jesus. 

“Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and wel-
come others as they are, without exception … He is the 
“Father of orphans and protector of widows” (Ps 68:6), who 
commands us to love the stranger in our midst.”

This fresh start is seemingly elusive for many vulnerable 
children and young people in NSW who need families and 
individuals, to be proactive like St Joseph and love the stran-
ger and open their hearts and homes to them. Children just 
like Stephen and Sophie, who are in need of foster carers.

Stephen’s story
Eleven year old Steven is an active young man who has a 
permanent foster care family who love and care for him. 
Stephen needs a part-time carer who can become an im-
portant part of his support network, so we are looking for 
someone who is understanding and will not give up when 
things get tough.

Sophie’s story
Ten year old Sophie loves gymnastics and playing soccer. 
Sophie needs a permanent place to call home with a per-
son or family who will support her to stay in contact with 
her siblings and family. She also needs someone who will 
guide her through high school and into young adulthood.

To help respond to the needs Stephen, Sophie and other 
children and young people like them, Family Spirit hold 
regular information sessions designed for individuals or 
couples who are interested in finding out about becoming 
foster carers. 

Family Spirit would like to ask for your help to find homes 
for these vulnerable young people, by personally seeking 
out families or individuals in your parish that you believe 
would be willing to open their hearts and homes to become 
foster carers. This is a wonderful opportunity to practice the 
generosity of heart that can be transformative and life-giving. 
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THEY CAME in their thou-

sands with gratitude in their 

hearts and beloved home 

shrines for blessing.Archbishop Anthony Fish-

er celebrated Mass for a sea of 

joy-filled pilgrims at the gold-

en jubilee of the Mt Schoen-

statt shrine at Mulgoa on Pen-

tecost Sunday.He was joined by auxil-

iary bishop Tony Randazzo, 

Australia’s Maronite Eparch, 

Bishop Antoine-Carbel Tara-

bay, and many clergy who 

concelebrated the Mass and 

heard confessions on the day.

The shrine is a place of wel-

come, not only for members 

of the Schoenstatt communi-

ty or even only for Catholics, 

but all who find in Our Lady a 

source of comfort, grace and 

blessing.For members of the 

Schoenstatt community, the 

shrine is central to their spirit-

uality. 
Sr Renée Buchmann says 

that maintaining it is a mis-

sion because, “The shrine is 

our home, it is also where Our 

Lady works for us.”Today there are 20 Schoen-

statt sisters living at the shrine 

which was opened and bless-

ed by Cardinal Gilroy, on 19 

May 1968.He also foretold its even-

tual significance saying, “This 

is a little gem that has been 

constructed here on the top of 

this hill...I dare say that there 

are few places in the munici-

pality and the electorate that 

will be so celebrated as this 

one in the years lying ahead!” 

In his welcome Archbish-

op Fisher noted that the last 

half-century has borne out 

those words. “I am grateful 

for the impact that the sisters, 

fathers, families, friends and 

pilgrims who share in the life 

of the Schoenstatt have had 

on the devotional life of Syd-

ney, on the formation of the 

lay faithful, and through sup-

port of families, youth and 

For members of the Schoenstatt community, the shrine is central to their spirituality

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Thousands gather for 
Shrine’s 50th celebration

Families flock from all over Sydney to attend the celebrations

Catherine Sheehan with Sr Buchmann
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landis dolupis eatiam isto id 
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The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”Sr Renee Buchmann
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ASSISTED DYING is an 

“ill-considered and de-
humanising” practice 

Archbishop 
Christo-

pher Prowse has told an 

inquiry into end of life 
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lative Assembly select 
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May. He told the commit-
tee that people approach-

ing death experienced a 
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tions that saw them take 
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ing of Chaldean Patriarch 

Louis Raphael I Sako (pic-
tured) as cardinal is a gift 

to the Chaldean Catholic 

church, which has been 

struggling in the face of 

terrorism, said an Ira-
qi archbishop. Chaldean 

Archbishop Yousif Thom-
as Mirkis of Kirkuk and 

Sulaimaniyah called Car-
dinal-designate Sako a 
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ious award for its efforts 

to source and promote 

slavery-free clothing.
Thread Harvest won one 
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A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP
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I’m on your side, Francis assures victims
IN THE wake of the Pennsyl-
vania  grand jury report on 
clergy sexual abuse in six di-
oceses in that state, a Vatican 
spokesman called the abuses 
described in the report as be-
ing “criminal and morally rep-
rehensible.”“Victims should know 

that the pope is on their side. 
Those who have suffered are 
his priority, and the church 
wants to listen to them to root 
out this tragic horror that de-
stroys the lives of the inno-
cent,” said Greg Burke, head 
of the Vatican press office, in 
a written statement on 16 Au-
gust.

“Those acts were betrayals 
of trust that robbed survi-
vors of their dignity and their 
faith,” he wrote. “The Church must learn 

hard lessons from its past, and 
there should be accountabili-
ty for both abusers and those 
who permitted abuse to oc-
cur.”

“The Holy See condemns 
unequivocally the sexual 
abuse of minors,” Burke wrote 
and, as such, “the Holy See 
encourages continued reform 
and vigilance at all levels of 
the Catholic Church, to help 
ensure the protection of mi-
nors and vulnerable adults 
from harm.“The Holy See also wants to 

underscore the need to com-
ply with the civil law, includ-
ing mandatory child abuse 
reporting requirements,” he 
added. 

The statement came after 
the Pennsylvania attorney 
general’s 14 August news 
conference which horrified 
American Catholics and oth-
ers with the extent of its find-
ings.

In response the report, 
Burke said, “there are two 
words that can express the 
feelings faced with these hor-
rible crimes: shame and sor-
row.”

“The Holy Father under-
stands well how much these 
crimes can shake the faith and 
the spirit of believers and reit-
erates the call to make every 
effort to create a safe environ-
ment for minors and vulnera-
ble adults in the Church and 
in all of society,” the spokes-
man said. 

 ¾CNS

Goldstein, who goes by 
the pen name Dawn Eden, is 
an assistant professor of dog-
matic theology at Holy Apos-
tles College and Seminary in 
Connecticut, and has written 
about finding healing after 
the sexual abuse she suffered 
as a child.

In the wake of allegations 
against the former cardinal, 
she said, Catholics want trans-
parency and leadership but 
primarily they want justice.

She said this means the 
bishops need to acknowl-
edge they caused scandal and 
“didn’t have the moral cour-
age” to stand up to Archbish-
op McCarrick.Eden said she doesn’t 

doubt that many bishops 
didn’t know of the situation 
and some may have even tried 
to do something to stop it, but 
they still should “act collegi-
ally” and “collectively have to 
make reparation.”She reiterated this mes-

sage in a 9 August column in 
The Catholic Herald, a weekly 
publication based in London, 
stressing that the bishops 
need to do public acts of pen-
ance for “the sins of bishops 
and all clerics” and “those 
who enabled or failed to act 
against such wrongdoers.”“All the faithful need to ex-

amine themselves and repent 
of their role in failing to pro-
tect others, whether minors 
or adults, from clerics who 
abused their power. But if 
such repentance is to have its 
proper effect, leading to repa-
ration and conversion of life, it 
needs to be modeled by those 
entrusted with governing the 
faithful,” she wrote.

She said this action would 
show the bishops understand 
that the “sins of shepherds 
have a particularly destruc-
tive impact upon the entire 
church” and that “if even one 
bishop is guilty, the entire col-
lege (of bishops) owes repara-
tion to God” to begin the heal-
ing process.In an email to CNS, she said 

that in light of the grand jury 
report, the call for public pen-
ance she has spoken about is 
“needed as an integral part of 
a larger effort on the part of 
the US bishops to acknowl-
edge wrongdoing on every 
level.”

An appropriate apology, 
she reiterated: “is not merely 
saying ‘I was sorry’; it requires 
saying ‘I was wrong.’”She noted many Catholics 

are “calling for resignations 
from bishops who have been 
publicly identified as having 
covered up for abusing priests 
or for McCarrick. But resig-
nations will not be enough to 
restore the public trust unless 
they are accompanied by col-
legial episcopal acts of pen-
ance.” The idea of “collegial 
penance” isn’t a new one but 
was suggested in the spring 
of 2002 during a US-Vatican 
summit on clerical sex abuse. 

One of the actions pro-
posed by the US prelates “was 
to declare a day of prayer and 
penance throughout the Unit-
ed States to implore reconcil-
iation in church life.” And at 
the bishops’ meeting in June 
that year, they chose 14 and 15 
August as days of prayer and 
repentance for their failures 
and invited Catholic priests 
and laypeople across the 
country to join them.Quoting The Politics of 

Penance, a 2016 book by the-
ologian Michael Griffin, Eden 
said “just a handful of bishops 
followed through” with pub-
lic observances of penance, 

which the USCCB made op-
tional.

In 2016, Pope Francis 
asked episcopal conferences 
around the world to observe a 
“Day of Prayer and Penance” 
for survivors of sexual abuse 
within the Church. The USC-
CB marked this at the start of 
their spring meeting that year 
at a 14 June Mass at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Indian-
apolis.

But the bishops’ recom-
mended “Prayer for Healing 
and Reconciliation,” Eden 
said, focused on “’those’ peo-
ple who caused pain, rather 
than themselves.”On a diocesan level, she 

wrote, “a bishop’s penitential 
act might be a Mass and Holy 
Hour, or it might be repenting 
in sackcloth and ashes outside 
his cathedral. But it should be 
public, and it should include 
the clearly stated intention of 
making reparation as a bishop 
on behalf of the apostolic col-
lege to which he belongs.”Eden has written about 

finding personal healing 
through the examples of the 

saints, which she writes about 
in her book: My Peace I Give 
You: Healing Sexual Wounds 
With the Help of the Saints.

When she spoke to CNS 
last year about how the 
church could play a role in the 
#MeToo movement, she said 
the saints show a path forward 
for the country’s current crisis 
because they were “bold and 
courageous in speaking the 
truth and speaking when they 
saw people being abused and 
oppressed in any way.” - cns

The Rwandan Catholic bishops’ conference urged the 
government of President Paul 
Kagame to preserve religious 
rights after government officials closed thousands of 

churches and mosques. The 
buildings remained locked because of what was said were health and safety issues, 

Rwanda closes down churches

A penitential act might be a Holy Hour 
– or it might be repenting in sackcloth 
and ashes

Dawn Eden Goldstein

Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks to the media. 

 

PHOTO: CNS/COURTESY OF USCCB

Greg Burke, Vatican spokesman, is seen with Pope Francis speaking to journalists aboard a flight to Rome in 2017. 

PHOTO: CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

Dawn Eden Goldstein has written about finding healing after suf-

fering sexual abuse as a child.  

PHOTO: CNS
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each day there is a new scan-
dal in the news.

Child abuse and failures to 
report.  Euthanasia.  Abortion.  
Sex scandals.  And that’s just 
the stuff we know about!

It’s a tough time to be Cath-
olic, especially this week.  But 
we won’t be doing it alone.

A week 
when 
prayer is 
needed 

This weekend, I’m in 
South Australia de-
livering several talks 
with the theme of: 

“It’s tough being Catholic 
sometimes.”  

Planned months ago, I 
didn’t realise that these talks 
would occur in advance of 
what is probably going to be 
the toughest week Catholics 
have faced in a long time.

This Tuesday, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson, former Arch-
bishop of Adelaide, will be 
back in court, with the judge 
to decide whether he is suit-
able for home detention or 
whether he must serve a pris-
on sentence of six months 
for failing to report claims of 
child sexual abuse.  

Whatever happens, the 
decision is sure to attract an-
other round of media cover-
age, commenting on the ‘un-
precedented’ conviction and 
sentencing, with additional 
commentary surrounding his 
recent resignation as well.

Also on Tuesday, the feder-
al Senate will begin debating 
a bill that, if passed, will pave 
the way for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide to be legal-
ised in the Northern Territo-
ry and the Australian Capital 
Territory.  

Senator David Leyonhjelm, 
who will introduce the bill 
into the Senate, has intention-
ally turned this into an an-
ti-faith issue. 

Writing in last week’s Aus-

tralian Financial Review, 
Senator Leyonhjelm framed 
the debate as a decision on 
whether or not you wanted 
religion and religious people 
telling you what to do with 
your life (and death.)  

Three days have been set 
aside for the debate, so we 
can expect to see a lot of back 
and forth from pro-suicide - 
and anti-Church – commen-
tators, many of whom will use 
the current scandals in the 
Church to argue that it no lon-
ger has moral authority.  

On Thursday, while the 
euthanasia debate is wrap-
ping up and a vote potential-
ly occurring, the Queensland 
Palaszczuk government will 
introduce the Termination of 
Pregnancy Bill.

If passed, the bill would 
make abortion legal, even up 
to birth. 

It would force doctors and 
other medical professionals 
who conscientiously object to 
abortion to nonetheless par-
ticipate by referring a woman 
seeking an abortion to some-
one who will perform it. 

And it would prevent any-
one trying to persuade a 
woman out of undergoing an 
abortion, even through prayer 
or offers of help, from coming 
within 150 metres of an abor-
tion clinic. 

And for those of us follow-
ing what is happening in the 
Church in the United States 
at the moment, it seems that 

It should not be lost on any 
of us that, in such a difficult 
week, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, and the feast of St 
Maximilian Kolbe, the Apos-
tle of consecration to her and 
the founder of the Militia Im-
maculatae – the army of the 

Immaculate One – to work 
for the conversion of sinners 
and enemies of the Catholic 
Church.  

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the inter-
cession of the whole commu-
nion of saints, God – in His 
providence – has arranged 
it so that this week, we have 
a couple of heavy-hitters on 
our side.

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the faith-
ful more united in prayer, 
God – in His providence – has 
ensured that one of our two 
remaining holy days of ob-
ligation occurs smack in the 
middle of the week.

This is going to be a big 
week, to be sure, but it’s also a 
time of grace.

In the coming days, pol-
iticians and media seeking 
to push an anti-Church, an-
ti-life agenda will try to give 
us many reasons to be silent 
about, or at least embarrassed 
by, our Catholic faith.

We have a choice between 
keeping our heads down and 
our mouths closed, or to re-
spond to the challenge with 
increasing boldness, backed 
by the truth of what the 
Church teaches about the dig-
nity of human life from con-
ception until natural death.  

And we best do that not by 

Children and members of US faith groups protest the Trump administration’s treatment of immigrants. PHOTO: CNS, Jason Miller

There are big challenges ahead 
for Catholics: do we respond 

In the coming days, politicans and media 
seeking to push an anti-Church, anti-life 
agenda will try to give us reasons to re-
main silent and embarrassed by our faith”

Monica Doumit

to the point with Monica Doumit

1300 544 552
www.girafferemovals.com.au • info@girafferemovals.com.au

One of Sydney’s 
most trusted 
removalists

50 YEARS OF REMOVALS
Fast. Safe. Efficient.

Country • Interstate • Long or Short Term Storage
For over 50 years the Keoghan family have run an honest, professional removals business. 
We service homes, units, offices, parishes, schools, colleges and government departments.

NEWS

catholicweekly.com.au

10

NEWS

Day, Month XX, YEAR

A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP

From the archbishopNEWS
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THEY CAME in their thou-

sands with gratitude in their 

hearts and beloved home 

shrines for blessing.

Archbishop Anthony Fish-

er celebrated Mass for a sea of 

joy-filled pilgrims at the gold-

en jubilee of the Mt Schoen-

statt shrine at Mulgoa on Pen-

tecost Sunday.

He was joined by auxil-

iary bishop Tony Randazzo, 

Australia’s Maronite Eparch, 

Bishop Antoine-Carbel Tara-

bay, and many clergy who 

concelebrated the Mass and 

heard confessions on the day.

The shrine is a place of wel-

come, not only for members 

of the Schoenstatt communi-

ty or even only for Catholics, 

but all who find in Our Lady a 

source of comfort, grace and 

blessing.
For members of the 

Schoenstatt community, the 

shrine is central to their spirit-

uality. 
Sr Renée Buchmann says 

that maintaining it is a mis-

sion because, “The shrine is 

our home, it is also where Our 

Lady works for us.”

Today there are 20 Schoen-

statt sisters living at the shrine 

which was opened and bless-

ed by Cardinal Gilroy, on 19 

May 1968.

He also foretold its even-

tual significance saying, “This 

is a little gem that has been 

constructed here on the top of 

this hill...I dare say that there 

are few places in the munici-

pality and the electorate that 

will be so celebrated as this 

one in the years lying ahead!” 

In his welcome Archbish-

op Fisher noted that the last 

half-century has borne out 

those words. “I am grateful 

for the impact that the sisters, 

fathers, families, friends and 

pilgrims who share in the life 

of the Schoenstatt have had 

on the devotional life of Syd-

ney, on the formation of the 

lay faithful, and through sup-

port of families, youth and 

For members of the Schoenstatt community, the shrine is central to their spirituality

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Thousands gather for 

Shrine’s 50th celebration

Families flock from all over Sydney to attend the celebrations

Catherine Sheehan with Sr Buchmann

adults,” he said.Ad que nest, 

cupit adis magniscil ipsam 

que consequo odigent qui aut 

et quiae nos quis sin pre re as 

dita volorrovit mil id quam 

rem enderna musdae omni 

nos excerernam et doluptat-

ur? Occus.

Ucimi, nimporat ea il ma 

archiliquo magnisit audae plit 

autem litende llesci ulla do-

lore opti dus rem fugit occae 

ipiet optiassequam nonem 

latur alique non core dis 

rerspite volutat archillant aut-

est lam, int, sitatur? Dolupta 

tatinis es errume nos delique 

modi rerum, sae quia sus aut 

qui torepta simporiam quas 

et ataspel ipsunt ut omnimu-

sa que nemquam ut officil-

ReArunt. Otae maiosan discii-

sque laut fugitatusant alit hilia 

et adit et aut molorerro beat ut 

explique none nobitas con ne 

solorem dic totat et pore, si-

tatur, ipsaped ma quam quo 

quam samus inus, occum ium 

ea velibus alibus doluptiaecte 

et et parum consequ undignis 

ex exerci quod ma que seque 

landis dolupis eatiam isto id 

mi, nullectis sinvendus aut 

aute consequunt qui consE-

ceratio ma commolessit lac-

ersp ietus, et fugitio renihilia

The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”

Sr Renee Buchmann
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ASSISTED DYING is an 

“ill-considered and de-

humanising” practice 

Archbishop Christo-

pher Prowse has told an 

inquiry into end of life 

choices in the ACT. The 

Archbishop of Canber-

ra and Goulbourn ad-

dressed the ACT Legis-

lative Assembly select 

committee hearing on 18 

May. He told the commit-

tee that people approach-

ing death experienced a 

“rollercoaster” of emo-

tions that saw them take 

POPE FRANCIS’ nam-

ing of Chaldean Patriarch 

Louis Raphael I Sako (pic-

tured) as cardinal is a gift 

to the Chaldean Catholic 

church, which has been 

struggling in the face of 

terrorism, said an Ira-

qi archbishop. Chaldean 

Archbishop Yousif Thom-

as Mirkis of Kirkuk and 

Sulaimaniyah called Car-

dinal-designate Sako a 

A CHRISTIAN online 

fashion store based in 

Sydney has won a prestig-

ious award for its efforts 

to source and promote 

slavery-free clothing.

Thread Harvest won one 

of the 2018 Good Design 

Awards at an annual cer-

emony at Sydney Opera 
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I’m on your side, Francis assures victims
IN THE wake of the Pennsyl-
vania  grand jury report on 
clergy sexual abuse in six di-
oceses in that state, a Vatican 
spokesman called the abuses 
described in the report as be-
ing “criminal and morally rep-
rehensible.”“Victims should know 

that the pope is on their side. 
Those who have suffered are 
his priority, and the church 
wants to listen to them to root 
out this tragic horror that de-
stroys the lives of the inno-
cent,” said Greg Burke, head 
of the Vatican press office, in 
a written statement on 16 Au-
gust.

“Those acts were betrayals 
of trust that robbed survi-
vors of their dignity and their 
faith,” he wrote. “The Church must learn 

hard lessons from its past, and 
there should be accountabili-
ty for both abusers and those 
who permitted abuse to oc-
cur.”

“The Holy See condemns 
unequivocally the sexual 
abuse of minors,” Burke wrote 
and, as such, “the Holy See 
encourages continued reform 
and vigilance at all levels of 
the Catholic Church, to help 
ensure the protection of mi-
nors and vulnerable adults 
from harm.“The Holy See also wants to 

underscore the need to com-
ply with the civil law, includ-
ing mandatory child abuse 
reporting requirements,” he 
added. 

The statement came after 
the Pennsylvania attorney 
general’s 14 August news 
conference which horrified 
American Catholics and oth-
ers with the extent of its find-
ings.

In response the report, 
Burke said, “there are two 
words that can express the 
feelings faced with these hor-
rible crimes: shame and sor-
row.”

“The Holy Father under-
stands well how much these 
crimes can shake the faith and 
the spirit of believers and reit-
erates the call to make every 
effort to create a safe environ-
ment for minors and vulnera-
ble adults in the Church and 
in all of society,” the spokes-
man said. 

 ¾CNS

Goldstein, who goes by 
the pen name Dawn Eden, is 
an assistant professor of dog-
matic theology at Holy Apos-
tles College and Seminary in 
Connecticut, and has written 
about finding healing after 
the sexual abuse she suffered 
as a child.

In the wake of allegations 
against the former cardinal, 
she said, Catholics want trans-
parency and leadership but 
primarily they want justice.

She said this means the 
bishops need to acknowl-
edge they caused scandal and 
“didn’t have the moral cour-
age” to stand up to Archbish-
op McCarrick.Eden said she doesn’t 

doubt that many bishops 
didn’t know of the situation 
and some may have even tried 
to do something to stop it, but 
they still should “act collegi-
ally” and “collectively have to 
make reparation.”She reiterated this mes-

sage in a 9 August column in 
The Catholic Herald, a weekly 
publication based in London, 
stressing that the bishops 
need to do public acts of pen-
ance for “the sins of bishops 
and all clerics” and “those 
who enabled or failed to act 
against such wrongdoers.”“All the faithful need to ex-

amine themselves and repent 
of their role in failing to pro-
tect others, whether minors 
or adults, from clerics who 
abused their power. But if 
such repentance is to have its 
proper effect, leading to repa-
ration and conversion of life, it 
needs to be modeled by those 
entrusted with governing the 
faithful,” she wrote.

She said this action would 
show the bishops understand 
that the “sins of shepherds 
have a particularly destruc-
tive impact upon the entire 
church” and that “if even one 
bishop is guilty, the entire col-
lege (of bishops) owes repara-
tion to God” to begin the heal-
ing process.In an email to CNS, she said 

that in light of the grand jury 
report, the call for public pen-
ance she has spoken about is 
“needed as an integral part of 
a larger effort on the part of 
the US bishops to acknowl-
edge wrongdoing on every 
level.”

An appropriate apology, 
she reiterated: “is not merely 
saying ‘I was sorry’; it requires 
saying ‘I was wrong.’”She noted many Catholics 

are “calling for resignations 
from bishops who have been 
publicly identified as having 
covered up for abusing priests 
or for McCarrick. But resig-
nations will not be enough to 
restore the public trust unless 
they are accompanied by col-
legial episcopal acts of pen-
ance.” The idea of “collegial 
penance” isn’t a new one but 
was suggested in the spring 
of 2002 during a US-Vatican 
summit on clerical sex abuse. 

One of the actions pro-
posed by the US prelates “was 
to declare a day of prayer and 
penance throughout the Unit-
ed States to implore reconcil-
iation in church life.” And at 
the bishops’ meeting in June 
that year, they chose 14 and 15 
August as days of prayer and 
repentance for their failures 
and invited Catholic priests 
and laypeople across the 
country to join them.Quoting The Politics of 

Penance, a 2016 book by the-
ologian Michael Griffin, Eden 
said “just a handful of bishops 
followed through” with pub-
lic observances of penance, 

which the USCCB made op-
tional.

In 2016, Pope Francis 
asked episcopal conferences 
around the world to observe a 
“Day of Prayer and Penance” 
for survivors of sexual abuse 
within the Church. The USC-
CB marked this at the start of 
their spring meeting that year 
at a 14 June Mass at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Indian-
apolis.

But the bishops’ recom-
mended “Prayer for Healing 
and Reconciliation,” Eden 
said, focused on “’those’ peo-
ple who caused pain, rather 
than themselves.”On a diocesan level, she 

wrote, “a bishop’s penitential 
act might be a Mass and Holy 
Hour, or it might be repenting 
in sackcloth and ashes outside 
his cathedral. But it should be 
public, and it should include 
the clearly stated intention of 
making reparation as a bishop 
on behalf of the apostolic col-
lege to which he belongs.”Eden has written about 

finding personal healing 
through the examples of the 

saints, which she writes about 
in her book: My Peace I Give 
You: Healing Sexual Wounds 
With the Help of the Saints.

When she spoke to CNS 
last year about how the 
church could play a role in the 
#MeToo movement, she said 
the saints show a path forward 
for the country’s current crisis 
because they were “bold and 
courageous in speaking the 
truth and speaking when they 
saw people being abused and 
oppressed in any way.” - cns

The Rwandan Catholic bishops’ conference urged the 
government of President Paul 
Kagame to preserve religious 
rights after government officials closed thousands of 

churches and mosques. The 
buildings remained locked because of what was said were health and safety issues, 

Rwanda closes down churches

A penitential act might be a Holy Hour 
– or it might be repenting in sackcloth 
and ashes

Dawn Eden Goldstein

Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks to the media. 

 

PHOTO: CNS/COURTESY OF USCCB

Greg Burke, Vatican spokesman, is seen with Pope Francis speaking to journalists aboard a flight to Rome in 2017. 
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Dawn Eden Goldstein has written about finding healing after suf-

fering sexual abuse as a child.  
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each day there is a new scan-
dal in the news.

Child abuse and failures to 
report.  Euthanasia.  Abortion.  
Sex scandals.  And that’s just 
the stuff we know about!

It’s a tough time to be Cath-
olic, especially this week.  But 
we won’t be doing it alone.

A week 
when 
prayer is 
needed 

This weekend, I’m in 
South Australia de-
livering several talks 
with the theme of: 

“It’s tough being Catholic 
sometimes.”  

Planned months ago, I 
didn’t realise that these talks 
would occur in advance of 
what is probably going to be 
the toughest week Catholics 
have faced in a long time.

This Tuesday, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson, former Arch-
bishop of Adelaide, will be 
back in court, with the judge 
to decide whether he is suit-
able for home detention or 
whether he must serve a pris-
on sentence of six months 
for failing to report claims of 
child sexual abuse.  

Whatever happens, the 
decision is sure to attract an-
other round of media cover-
age, commenting on the ‘un-
precedented’ conviction and 
sentencing, with additional 
commentary surrounding his 
recent resignation as well.

Also on Tuesday, the feder-
al Senate will begin debating 
a bill that, if passed, will pave 
the way for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide to be legal-
ised in the Northern Territo-
ry and the Australian Capital 
Territory.  

Senator David Leyonhjelm, 
who will introduce the bill 
into the Senate, has intention-
ally turned this into an an-
ti-faith issue. 

Writing in last week’s Aus-

tralian Financial Review, 
Senator Leyonhjelm framed 
the debate as a decision on 
whether or not you wanted 
religion and religious people 
telling you what to do with 
your life (and death.)  

Three days have been set 
aside for the debate, so we 
can expect to see a lot of back 
and forth from pro-suicide - 
and anti-Church – commen-
tators, many of whom will use 
the current scandals in the 
Church to argue that it no lon-
ger has moral authority.  

On Thursday, while the 
euthanasia debate is wrap-
ping up and a vote potential-
ly occurring, the Queensland 
Palaszczuk government will 
introduce the Termination of 
Pregnancy Bill.

If passed, the bill would 
make abortion legal, even up 
to birth. 

It would force doctors and 
other medical professionals 
who conscientiously object to 
abortion to nonetheless par-
ticipate by referring a woman 
seeking an abortion to some-
one who will perform it. 

And it would prevent any-
one trying to persuade a 
woman out of undergoing an 
abortion, even through prayer 
or offers of help, from coming 
within 150 metres of an abor-
tion clinic. 

And for those of us follow-
ing what is happening in the 
Church in the United States 
at the moment, it seems that 

It should not be lost on any 
of us that, in such a difficult 
week, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, and the feast of St 
Maximilian Kolbe, the Apos-
tle of consecration to her and 
the founder of the Militia Im-
maculatae – the army of the 

Immaculate One – to work 
for the conversion of sinners 
and enemies of the Catholic 
Church.  

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the inter-
cession of the whole commu-
nion of saints, God – in His 
providence – has arranged 
it so that this week, we have 
a couple of heavy-hitters on 
our side.

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the faith-
ful more united in prayer, 
God – in His providence – has 
ensured that one of our two 
remaining holy days of ob-
ligation occurs smack in the 
middle of the week.

This is going to be a big 
week, to be sure, but it’s also a 
time of grace.

In the coming days, pol-
iticians and media seeking 
to push an anti-Church, an-
ti-life agenda will try to give 
us many reasons to be silent 
about, or at least embarrassed 
by, our Catholic faith.

We have a choice between 
keeping our heads down and 
our mouths closed, or to re-
spond to the challenge with 
increasing boldness, backed 
by the truth of what the 
Church teaches about the dig-
nity of human life from con-
ception until natural death.  

And we best do that not by 

Children and members of US faith groups protest the Trump administration’s treatment of immigrants. PHOTO: CNS, Jason Miller

There are big challenges ahead 
for Catholics: do we respond 

In the coming days, politicans and media 
seeking to push an anti-Church, anti-life 
agenda will try to give us reasons to re-
main silent and embarrassed by our faith”

Monica Doumit

to the point with Monica Doumit
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Sometimes a tap on the shoulder, or an encouraging 
word from their priest, can spark interest for individuals or 
families who may consider fostering a child.
The dates for the upcoming information sessions are:
	� Wednesday, 31st March, 6.30pm – 7.30pm
	� Wednesday, 28th April, 12.30pm – 1.30pm
Registrations for these sessions can be made through 

the Family Spirit website at www.familyspirit.org or by call-
ing 13 18 19.

If you would like additional resources to help in promot-
ing these sessions or the need for carers, we have some 
printed flyers and posters ready to go, please contact Roza 
Vukovich on 0415 075 878.

Thank you for helping to find safe and caring homes 
for the many vulnerable children and young people that 
need support.

Students connect with Centacare workers -  
in “Solidarity”

As our school students continue their studies this year 
and settle back into the classroom, many are taking part 
in CatholicCare Sydney’s innovative Solidarity program in 
support of Centacare.

The Solidarity program offers secondary school students 
the opportunity to spend a day working alongside sup-
ported employees with an intellectual disability. 

Centacare provides meaningful work for people with a 
variety of intellectual disabilities and offers delivery, office 

and gardening services to businesses. The aim is to over-
come barriers to employment and promote social inclusion.

At CatholicCare our mission is to walk in the footsteps 
of Christ, to promote dignity, strengthen families and con-

nect communities. In a bid to build strong connections be-
tween students and those involved with Centacare, stu-
dents are invited to visit the Belmore facilities to experience 
‘working’ alongside the employees. In turn the students 
receive ‘training’ from their buddies - the Centacare sup-
ported employees.

As a result students are given the opportunity to walk 
in the shoes of people with intellectual and physical dis-
abilities, learning about the employee’s lives and interests. 
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Through the process they learn about social justice and 
that people with intellectual disabilities are not different, 
and what they invest into the day, they will receive back 
tenfold.

 The Solidarity program moves people living with i ntel-
lectual disabilities from the margins of our communities to 
making a home in the hearts of students. In encountering 
each other, the students are deeply affected by the en-
thusiastic welcome and kindness they receive at Centa-
care from the supported employees, and the supported 
employees feel they have something of value to offer the 
students. This mutuality brings mission to life in a very real 
and practical way for school communities.

Teachers that have been recently involved from St Jo-
seph’s College Hunters Hill say that their school has been 
proud to have been part of the program.

Through Catholic Social Teaching principles like dignity, 
common good and solidarity, we are really called by Christ 
to deeply care for those most vulnerable in our community. 

 Throughout the program students grow and learn these 
skills that will set them up well for having a heart for others 
and promoting social justice throughout their lives.

Students not only learn leadership skills, but also how 
to engage with new people, increasing their ability to ask 
questions and interact with people from all walks of life.

The Solidarity Program is also available for Staff Devel-
opment days. The program for the day can be tailored 
to include any key initiatives as directed by the school or 
Sydney Catholic Schools.

You can watch a video on Centacare’s Solidarity program 
at: 

If you are looking for support in your parish, the Centa-
care team is also worth considering for jobs ranging from 
basic packing and assembly to warehousing to gardening 
and office cleaning crews.

Funds raised from the Solidarity Program and Staff De-
velopment Days will help to directly fund Centacare and 
its programs to support people who live and work with 
intellectual disabilities.

If you would like to enquire or if know a school that might 
be interested in participating in CatholicCare’s Solidarity 
program call our Catholic Community Engagement team 
on 13 18 19.

Roza Vukovich
Community Engagement Manager

Safeguarding
Child Protection Reporting Obligations
It has officially been 1 year since the NSW Government 
strengthened Child Protection Reporting Obligations such 
as the Reportable Conduct Scheme and Mandatory Re-

porting. A lot has happened in the past year so we just 
wanted to give you a friendly reminder about your obliga-
tions under the Reportable Conduct Scheme as a Manda-
tory Reporter.

Mandatory Reporting
 Just a reminder that in March 2020 amendments to the 
Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 
1998 commenced to expand mandatory reporter groups. 
These amendments are part of the NSW Government’s 
response to recommendations made by the Royal Com-
mission. Mandatory reporting is a legislative requirement 
to make a report to certain government authorities, in NSW, 
mandatory reporting is primarily regulated by sections 27 
and 27A of the Children and Young Persons (Care and 
Protection) Act 1998. Mandatory reporter groups in NSW 
have been expanded to include: 
	� Persons in religious ministry or persons providing reli-

gion-based activities to children (e.g. minster of religion, 
priest, deacon, pastor, rabbi, religious brother or sister) 
	� Registered psychologists providing a professional ser-

vice as a psychologist. 

What does this mean for  
the Archdiocese of Sydney? 
This means that any of our clergy, deacons, religious broth-
ers and religious sisters are legally required to make a 
report when they have reasonable grounds to suspect 
that a child is at risk of significant harm. It also means that 
volunteers and paid employees in Agencies and Parishes 
of the Archdiocese who provide activities to children such 
as Children’s Liturgy, Youth Ministry groups, Sacramental 
programs are also legally required to make a report when 
they have reasonable grounds to suspect that a child is 
at risk of significant harm. A reporter has a duty to report, 
as soon as practicable, the name or a description of the 
child and the grounds for suspecting that the child is at 
risk of significant harm. 

What is Risk of Significant Harm? 
Risk of significant harm is any one or more of the following 
circumstances 
a. The child’s or young person’s basic physical or psy-

chological needs are not being met or are at risk of 
not being met, 

b. The parents or other caregivers have not arranged and 
are unable or unwilling to arrange for the child or young 
person to receive necessary medical care 

c. The child or young person has been, or is at risk of be-
ing, physically or sexually abused or ill-treated 

d. The child or young person is living in a household 
where there have been incidents of domestic violence 
and, as a consequence, the child or young person is at 

https://youtu.be/kzwyvY7fAM0
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Safeguarding Bite  
No.39

2021 Training Timetable
The 2021 Safeguarding Training timetable has been 
released with training packages available for Clergy, 
Parish staff, Agency staff and Youth Ministry Leaders. 
The training timetable is available on the Safeguard-
ing Office website https://www.sydneycatholic.org/

safeguarding-and-child-protection/ 
To register for training please email:  

safeguardingtraining@sydneycatholic.org 

The Safeguarding Team

risk of serious physical or psychological harm, 
e. A parent or other caregiver has behaved in such a 

way towards the child or young person that the child 
or young person has suffered or is at risk of suffering 
serious psychological harm. 

How to make a report? 
Before making a report to the Department of Communities 
and Justice (DCJ), please contact the Safeguarding Office 
on 02 9390 5810. The Safeguarding Office will help you 
determine whether the report needs to be made directly 
to the DCJ or another government authority. Reports to 
the DCJ are made by calling the NSW Child Protection 
Helpline on 132 111. 

Reportable Conduct Scheme
From 1 March 2020, the Children’s Guardian Reportable 
Conduct Scheme commencee under the Children’s Guard-
ian Act 2019, the scheme provides a framework for the 
oversight of how organisations respond to reportable 
allegations and reportable convictions. Religious bodies 
are required to notify the Office of the Children’s Guard-
ian about reportable allegations and convictions against 
employees that arise in the course of their work both in 
and outside the organisation. 

Who is an employee? 
Under the Children’s Guardian Act 2019 an employee of 
an entity includes: 
	� An individual employed by, or in the entity 
	�  A volunteer providing services to children 
	�  A contractor engaged directly by the entity (or third par-

ty) where the contractor holds, or is required to hold, a 
Working With Children Check for the purposes of their 
work with the entity 
	� A person engaged by a religious body where that per-

son holds or is required to hold a Working with Children 
Check for the purposes of their work with the religious 
body. 

Reportable allegation & reportable conviction? 
When a employer such as Parish Priest, Administrator or 
Agency Head becomes aware of a reportable allegation 
(reportable conduct) or a reportable conviction such as: 
a. A sexual offence 
b. Sexual misconduct 
c. Ill-treatment of a child 
d. Neglect of a child 

e. An assault again a child 
f. An offence under s43B (failure to protect) or s316A 

(failure to report) of the Crimes Act 1990 
g. Behaviour that causes significant emotional or psycho-

logical harm to a child 
Employers must notify the Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office on 02 9390 5810 as soon as they become 
aware of reportable allegations or reportable convictions. 
The Safeguarding Office has just seven business days to 
notify the Office of the Children's Guardian and commence 
an investigation into the reportable allegations and/or re-
portable convictions. 

 Anna Sammut
Safeguarding Officer - Training and Development

Upcoming Safeguarding and Ministerial training: 

http://sydarch.org.au/adclerum/2021/Upcoming-Safeguarding-and-Ministerial-Integrity-training.docx

